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The cover of WildBird’s Annual 
Bluebird Issue features a pair of 

Eastern Bluebirds at their nest box. 
For more information about providing 
nest boxes for bluebirds and other 
cavity-nesting species see page 48. 


Photograph by George Stewart 
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Letters 
i 


Puffins Galore 

I thoroughly enjoy WildBird, espe- 
cially the completeness and accuracy 
of the articles. I visited Machias Seal 
Island in July and photographed At- 
lantic Puffins. For puffin watchers, this 
experience can only be described as 
superb. 

Under the guidance of Captain 
Norton, our party of 16 cast off from 
Jonesport, Maine, ona misty morning. 
Upon arrival at the island, we were 
greeted by Arctic Terns, Canadian wild- 
life officers and hundreds of Atlantic 
Puffins. Using the blinds, we were able 
to get an up-close and personal view of 
the birds. 

Atlantic Puffins, terns and Razorbills 
were all around us—under foot and 
overhead. Each species seemed deter- 
mined to demonstrate its natural abili- 
ties to fly, preen and pose. Conse- 
quently, our 180 minutes on the island 
were packed with unlimited photo 
opportunities. 

Machias Seal Island certainly ranks 
at the top of my birdwatching adven- 
tures. 

Charlie Linderman 

New Port Richey, Florida 


Huntington Repairs? 

It was exciting to see the article 
“Birder’s Guide To Huntington Beach 
State Park, South Carolina” in your 
January 1992 issue. This birding 
hotspot is definitely one of my favorite 
areas. I have even limped along the 
walks with a broken toe and wearing a 
wooden shoe. What people will do to 
see birds! 

Unfortunately, parts of the board- 
walk past the gazebo over the oceanside 
mudflat mentioned in the article was 
destroyed by Hurricane Hugo in Sep- 
tember of 1989; and there seems to be 
no plans to rebuild it. Perhaps if birders 
would let the park know they want the 
boardwalk restored, some efforts in 
that direction will be taken. 

Ann Brownlee 

Chicago, Illinois 


Making The Grade 
WildBird magazine has helped the 
students of Sheffield Elementary School 





in Lynchburg, Virginia, get their Wild 
Bird Club off to a great start. 

The first project was undertaken by 
Mrs. Heine’s fifth-grade class. Each 
student chose a bird that could be 
visiting the new feeders at the main 
observation point, which is located 
outside the library. This research, along 
with poems, drawings and photo- 
graphs, will be displayed on the bulle- 
tin board outside the library. The goal 
is to introduce these birds to the other 
club members. 

The Sheffield Elementary School 
Wild Bird Club is funded by pennies 
brought in by a school-wide member- 
ship base of 425 students, pre-K 
through fifth grade. These pennies are 
used to buy seed, feeders and resources 
on birds and wildlife for our library. 
Weare happy to report that our collec- 
tion is steadily growing. It is our goal to 
eventually build a wildlife habitat on 
the school grounds. 

Clara Jackson 

Lynchburg, Virginia 


Cleaning Feeders 

Here is how I clean my nectar feed- 
ers. Put one tablespoon of uncooked 
rice into the empty feeder. Add two 
tablespoons of water and shake vigor- 
ously. Empty the rice-and-water 
mixture and rinse the feeder with wa- 
ter. The rice scours and cleans the 
interior of the feeder quite thoroughly. 

Ann Amyes 

Richland Center, Wisconsin 


I have-tried all the suggestions in 
WildBird on how to clean humming- 
bird feeders. I have found that the 
method I have used for years works 
best. 

Fill your hummingbird feeder with 
warm water and insert astrip of tulle (a 
fine dress netting) about eight inches 
wide and 36 inches long. Push the tulle 
into the feeder with a long chopstick. 
Make sure that a small length of the 
tulle remains on the outside so you can 
remove it easily. Swish the chopstick 
around the feeder—the tulle acts as a 
scrubber. 

Remove the tulle and shake the wa- 
ter out. Rinse the feeder with clean 








water, and it is ready to go! The tulle 
strip dries quickly for storage, and can 
be reused for years. Believe it or not, 
this method really works! 

I keep our feeder up for humming- 
birds all year long because the hum- 
mingbirds leave the mountains here in 
Big Bear, California, around mid-De- 
cember and return in mid-January. A 
perch is attached to the feeder for small 
birds, and finches, chickadees, nut- 
hatches and sparrows also use it. It is 
a busy feeder. 

Mrs. W. Barnett 

Big Bear, California 


Computer Calendars 

After my career in the U.S. Army, my 
family and I settled in Huntsville, Ala- 
bama. When we traveled around the 
world during my first career, I always 
made a practice of obtaining reference 
materials on the local birdlife so that I 
would be familiar with and know the 
names of the species I saw. 

When we moved to the Tennessee 
River Valley, I, of course, continued 
the habit. Before long, | found that 1 
was curious about when the different 
species were present, especially those 
that came to my feeders. 

For a few years, I used small pocket 
calendars, the kind that most people 
have to keep track of appointments, to 
record the dates when various species 
came to our suburban yard. The calen- 
dars did not work very well because 
most of my observations were on Sat- 
urdays and Sundays—the days that 
usually get the smallest amount of 
space in the calendars. 

Then came the computer! After some 
experimentation, | was able to designa 
calendar form for keeping track of my 
observations. Through research and 
my own experience, I have pre-re- 
corded the species that are likely to be 
present at different times of the year. 
Each day, I simply check off the birds 
I see on the form. 

The forms also have space to record 
facts about the weather, what foods are 
in the feeders, and what each species 
eats. | also inserted a number of blank 
lines for those species I may see on the 
way to work or when I go birding. My 
computer calendar has added a new 
dimension of enjoyment to my birding 
activities. 

Jim Williams 

Huntsville, Alabama 


Milo Advocate 


I have been feeding birds in south- 
west New Mexico for over 35 years, 
and for 10 years in Arizona before that. 
For most of those years, | have used 
whole milo and Safeway’s wild bird 
mix—all with very good results. 

Just about everyone I know in this 
part of the country who feeds birds in 
their yard uses milo because it is inex- 
pensive and the birds seem to prefer it. 
The exotic feed mixes that some writ- 
ers expound about are not available 
here and are far too expensive to mail 


order in bulk. 

Ihave kept a list of bird species that 
I have seen eat milo over the past 30 
years here in the Southwest. To date 
there are 78 birds on my list, and I still 
continue to add new species to it. 

Ralph Fisher, Jr. 

Silver City, New Mexico 





Thanks to our readers who sent 
letters to WildBird. Send your letter 
to: WildBird “Letters,” P.O. Box 
6050, Mission Viejo, CA 92690. 
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War, People And Birds In Yugoslavia 


Few letters sent to the staff at 
WildBird Magazine have made such 
an impact as the following message 
from a Yugoslavian subscriber. We 
received this letter in response tod 
notice that Mr. Korac’s subscription 
was running out. It is a touching and 

poignant letter that we wanted to share 
with WildBird readers. 


Birding is awonderful, carefree way 
to keep in touch with nature. It is a 
means of getting away from the day- 
to-day schedules that rule most of ce 
lives, and it gives us an appreciation 
for the beauty and freedom of birds 
In this letter, Josip Korac shared ie 
insights to the atrocities of the civil war 
in Yugoslavia, which he scribed on a 


cold December day in 1991. We edi- 
tors of WildBird believe that nowhere 
in the American news media has the 
intensity of this war been more promi- 
os ee than in this letter 

and we feel compelled to share it wi 
WildBird readers. 

We hope peace returns qui 
quickly t 

the people of Yugoslavia! 





Dear Ladies and 


























enjoy the nature. 








I hope it will stop, a 












situation. 





Yours sincerely, 
Josip Korac 
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Dubrovnik is in Croatia. Many 
And that in all of Croatia and in Dubro 
women, children, elderly citizens, wounded and exhausted left as 
refugees. We are surrounded from all sides. 
tricity, communications, food, medical supplies. For two months the 
citizens are in shelters. 


sands of pigeons. Now they are rapidly vanishing, 
sick and thirsty. Just like our people. 


and the elderly. Instea 
the detonations of various grenades 
would love this war to stop S° that the children can go to school and 


Dubrovnik, Croatia, Yugoslavia 


Gentlemen: 


I am enthused with your concern for your subscribers. 1 am not in 
the situation to send the subscription for WildBird, as our banks and 
post office is not operational. 


Dubrovnik is a lovely old town with a history of 12 centuries. 
citizens died, and many are wounded. 
wnik. As many as 30,000 


Many of my friends fed the birds in their gardens. Now there is no 
food for them, and now there are no 
had to let their pets leave. Probably 
The forests are burnt by the aggressor. 


Dubrovnik was always a symbol of peace. This town had thou- 
they are hungry, 


Some food arrives with relief ships but that is for children, women 
d of bird songs, the children are listening to 


and the whistles of bullets. I 


nd if I stay alive, I hope to read and order your 
great periodical, WildBird. Thanks for understanding our general 


There is no water, 


pirds due to explosions. Many 


they will not survive the winter. 


elec- 
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FREE 
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¢ AS$25.90 value 
¢ Each volume includes a 65 

minute cassette tape and a 
32 page booklet 


THE NATURAL SCIENCE BOOK CLUB is a unique 
book club devoted to bringing you exciting, 
refreshingly different books on all areas of the nat- 


ural sciences. For over twenty years we have 
brought enthusiasts the books they need to 
explore the worlds of physics, astronomy, archae- 
ology, wildlife, and more. 





MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS- In addition to getting 
The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Birds for only 
$2.95, and the two-volume Know Your Bird Sounds 
cassette set for FREE when you join, you'll also 
receive discounts on books you choose to 
purchase. Discounts generally range from 15% to 
30% off the publishers’ prices, and occasionally 
even more. * Also, you will immediately become 
eligible to participate in our Bonus Book Plan, 
with savings of more than 50% off the publishers’ 
prices. « A t 3-4 week intervals (15 times per year), 
you will receive the Natural Science Book Club 
News, describing the coming Main Selection and 
Alternate Selections, together with a dated reply 
card. ¢ In addition, up to three times a year, you 
may receive offers of Special Selections which will 
be made available to a group of select members. ¢ 
If you want the Main Selection, do nothing, and it 
will be sent to you automatically. ¢ If you prefer 
another selection, or no book at all, simply 
indicate your choice on the card and return it by 
the date specified. * You will have at least 10 days 
to decide. If, because of late mail delivery of the 
News, you should receive a book you do not want, 
we guarantee return postage. 





















S.. the most remarkable birds of 
the world in this comprehensive 
reference. More than 400 pages of 
spectacular illustrations, up-to-date 
information, and worldwide coverage 
make this a book no bird enthusiast 
will want to miss. 


Special features include: 


e Hundreds of full-color illustra- 
tions by 15 leading bird artists 


Natural Science Book Club 

A Newbridge Book Club 

3000 Cindel Drive 

Delran, N J 08370-0001 

Please accept my application for trial membership 
and send me The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Birds 
(54760) billing me only $2.95, plus shipping and 
handling, and send my FREE Know Your Bird 
Sounds cassette set (57368). | agree to purchase at 
least three additional Selections or Alternates over 
the next 12 months. Savings generally range from 
15% to 30% off the publishers’ prices. My member- 
ship is cancelable any time after | buy these three 
additional books. A shipping and handling charge 
is added to all shipments. 

©Newbridge Communications, Inc 


LISTING 


BIRDS 


—EFINITIVE, REFERENCE 
THE DEFINITIVE REFERS ID 
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iG OF EVERY RECORDED SPECIES 


e Entries by 40 of the world’s 
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e World Checklist of Species 

e Scientific and common name 
indexes for instant reference 

e Foreword by Russell Peterson 


Complete and mail the coupon 


below today! 


No-Risk Guarantee: If | am not satisfied—for any 
reason—I may return The Illustrated Encyclopedia 
of Birds within 10 days. My membership will be 
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(Books purchased for professional purposes may be a 
tax-deductible expense. Offer good in Continental U.S 
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Budgie-Boy 
Bird Bells 









Try the all natural grain Budgie Boy Wild 
Bird Bell with Honey. It has the right 
amount of protien, fat, and fibre for all year 
round feeding. Also, try the Sunflower Bell 
with Honey. A true favorite amoung Car- 
dinals and Blue Jays. Or, the Thistle Bell 
with Honey; a Finches delight. 

There are Honey Bells for all domestic 
birds also. 

All bells are easy to hang anywhere. 













Minimum order: 1 Case (2 Dozen). 
Can mix any variety of large Honey Bells. 














Unit Price 
14 oz. Wild Bird 
8 oz. Sunflower 
11 oz Thistle 
12 oz. Parrot 
10 oz. Cockateil 
Shipping & Handling 
Tax included 
Grand Total 





















Please send Check or Money Order only: 
To: Herman Bros. Pet Products 
P.O. Box 10032 
Detroit, Michigan 48210 
Questions: Phone or Write 
1-313-843-5430 Distributors Invited 


herman bros. 
pet products 










LOG CABIN BIRD FEEDER 
HANDCRAFTED IN THE ADIRONDACKS 


Roof contains 100 individual cedar shingles. 


Made with minature white cedar logs and 
double strength plexiglass. 9-1/2" high, 
roof 14-1/2" long, base 12" x 7-1/2". 


Send $49.95 plus $4.95 shp & hdl (NY 
and NJ add sales tax) to E. W. Smith, 
PO Box 8137, Englewood, NJ 07631-8137, 
201-568-0019. 





6 WildBird/ March 1992 








Editor’s Notebook 





by PAUL M. KONRAD 


ou can make a difference! Many a Sharp-tailed Grouse photo blind. 


people have dedicated consider- The sounds of booming males re- 
able time toassisting bluebirdsbybuild- sounded eerily from the area of the 
ing nest boxes. Their efforts are re- large plywood blind where we would 
warded each year with broods of blue- | photograph their antics. As we ap- 
birds in their nest boxes. proached, we saw the rivals flush as 


By providing adequate nesting sites one flock. But once we were inside, 
for your favorite bluebirds many other __ they quickly returned, one at atime, to 
cavity-nesting birds have benefited reestablish their territories and con- 
appreciably, including wrens, chicka- __ tinue their rites of spring. 
dees, nuthatches and Tree Swallows. A It was exciting to watch the dancing 
colonial cavity-nesting bird, the Purple —_ grouse at close quarters, because prior 
Martin, has also won the attention of to this I had only viewed the action at 
many people.There is no doubt that other leks from a distance. The birds 
the efforts of people with martinhouses — each extended their necks horizon- 
on their property have greatly helped _ tally while inflating the purple skin of 


this species. their neck sacs with air. They dis- 

Even Wood Ducks and other cavity- _—_ played their yellow eye combs and 
nesting ducks, several species of owls, _ raised their pointed tails upright above 
American Kestrels (the smallest North their back. At the same time they held 
American falcons) and some wood- __ their wings outstreched at their sides 
peckers like Northern Flickersusenest and strutted in a jerking dance imi- 
boxes built for their size-specificneeds. _ tatedin some Native American dances. 
However, no cavity-nesting birds have We watched and photographed the 
generatedas muchinterestamongback- _ primitive ritual without much interac- 
yard birders as bluebirds. tion until a particularly demonstrative 


One of the favorite sounds of spring _ grouse flew to the roof of the plywood 
is the trilling song of a bluebird across _ blind and began tapping out an acous- 
an open meadow. Bluebirds are true __ tic beat. We had to cover our mouths 
birds of spring, and this March issue of with our hands to keep from laughing 


WildBird is dedicated to the three blue- _ hysterically outloud as we bent over in 
bird species—Eastern, Mountain and _—_ spontaneous reaction as he continued 
Western bluebirds. his drumming. 


Suddenly, though, the birds collec- 

Mc: winds usually bring warmer __ tively snapped to attention and took 
weather tosnowbound northern _ flight from their dancing grounds. Had 
regions, along with the first spring — we scared the grouse with our muffled 
migrants. Bluebirds are joined by the _ laughter? Keith quickly noted a coyote 
first vanguard flocks ofrobins,Canada —_ looking our way just 20 feet to the 


Geese, Mallards and crows. Springmi- —_ west. It was probably attracted by the 

gration is an exciting time for birders, grouse and came in search of brunch. 

and the birds are feathered in their We took advantage of the coyote’s 

finest nuptial plumage and primed for __ visit to end our photography that day. 

the new breeding season. It was a fitting outing to observe spring 
Another sure sign of spring is the __ bird behavior. 

annual rites of courtship on prairie Spring is a time of rejuvenation, and 


grouse leks. I will always remember I hope your interests in birding are 
the chilly March morning when I _ inspired by the birds of spring. 
walked with my friends Jeff and Keith 
across windblown hillsides and 

through patches of snow that crunched \ 
loudly under our boots on our way to | ee 








Photo: Robert Franz 
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We are THE Source 
for BIRD FEEDING 
SUPPLIES and 
NATURE GIFTS 


Visit one of our 88 stores in these cities: 








¢ Wichita, KS ° Springfield, MO * Buckingham, PA ¢ Milwaukee, WI 

* Hanover, MA ¢ St. Louis, MO * Erie, PA ¢ Waukesha, WI 

¢ Seekonk, MA * Bozeman, MT * Lancaster, PA ¢ Oshkosh, WI 

¢ Wilbraham, MA ¢ Asheville, NC ¢ Bethel Park, PA 
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of ecosystems and landscapes. 
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DATAHAWK 


Soars Above All Other Birding Software 
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Now up to 6 times 
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One check mark updates all 
applicable lists. Contains all species 
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& province checklists. 
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TURNSTONE SOFTWARE 
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Through The Looking Glass 





A Wooden Nest Box For Wood Ducks 


by CHRIS RESWEBER 


ur backyard is on the edge of a 
O narrow wooded area in rural 
Louisiana. During the eight years we 
have lived here, we have enjoyed see- 
ing all the birds—herons, egrets, owls, 



































robins, bluebirds, finches and warblers. 

Over the years, we have put up feed- 
ers and nesting boxes, all of which 
have been used except for one. This 
particular one is a large nest box that 








Photo: Wood Ducks by Karl Maslowski 





was supposed to be for roosting, but 
none of the birds seemed interested in 
using it for that purpose. Some House 
Sparrows, though, thought it was a 
rather roomy apartment and built two 
nests there. 

After the sparrow chicks fledged, my 
husband Eric and I decided to remodel 
the big box. We took out the roosting 
bars, plugged the small bottom hole, 
cuta three-inch hole near the top as an 
entrance and hung it in a tree in our 
backyard. For almost three years it 
remained empty, except for the squir- 
rels that used the top as a resting place 
or a dinner table. i 

Then last St. Patrick’s Day, Eric and 
I had just returned from our weekly 
grocery trip. While unloading the car, 
we hearda flutteringsound. We looked 
around just in time to see some ducks 
flying. I instantly thought, “What are 
Mallards doing in our yard?” 

We live near a small pond, so ducks 
are fairly common in our area. How- 
ever, [have never seen them venture so 
close to our house before. 

When these ducks flew to the trees, 
I realized that they were definitely not 
Mallards. They were Wood Ducks! 
Oh, could we be so lucky to have 
Wood Ducks stop in? Eric left the 
groceries and went for the binoculars 
as I scanned the trees where I thought 
I had seen them land. 

We peered through the binoculars, 
carefully searching the trees, and we 
caught sight of the male. What a spec- 
tacular bird! After about 10 minutes, 
the pair flew away. Still awed by our 
unusual sighting, we speculated as to 
why the ducks were in our backyard as 
we went back to unload the car. 

As we were talking, the Wood Ducks 
appeared again. This time, the male 
perched ona limb in the tree where we 
had hung our nest box, and the female 
in another tree across the fence. I ran 
upstairs to get a better view and there 
we perched—the Wood Ducks in the 
trees and me at my window. 

An hour went by and the ducks had 
not moved. I wondered how long they 
were going to remain in the trees. 
Another 10 minutes went by and my 
legs were getting numb. Finally there 
was movement—the female flew over 
to the male, where she stretched her 
neck and eyed the big nest box. She 
bobbed her head this way and that, 
and eyed the artificial tree cavity again. 








1 thought it odd that the female 
Wood Duck would be interested in 
our nest box. For one thing, the en- 
trance was much too small, as was the 
interior. These facts obviously did not 
matter. She flew to the opening, 
squeezed in, stayed inside for about 15 
minutes and struggled to get out. She 
and her mate flew off, and I was sure 
that they had rejected the idea of nest- 
ing in the box after their quick assess- 
ment. 

Secretly, of course, [hoped the ducks 
would return. That very day, I dragged 











the ladder over to the tree so that I 
could enlarge the entrance by at least 
one-half of an inch. | also threw some 
sawdust inside for nesting material. 

The following day, | was delighted 
to see that the Wood Duck pair had, 
indeed, returned to the nest box! Dur- 
ing the next two weeks, the female laid 
12 eggs, and on April 2, she started 
incubating. 

Not only was our nest box finally put 
to use, but it was used by birds we 
never dreamed would even visit our 
backyard. What a thrill! 
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The Pursuit Of Happiness 


March Madness 


by ROBERTA McDONALD 


M archis usually considered acold 
and dreary month in Buffalo, 
New York—no longer winter, not quite 
spring. However, it can be the most 
maddening month of the year to a 
birder. Most birds that visit during the 
winter, such as waterfowl, buntings, 
sparrowsand finches, have started their 
migration north, and spring migration 
is still a long two months away. 
There are those of us, however, who 
eagerly anticipate the return of March— 
we are the spring hawk watchers. This 
is the most exciting time of the year for 
counters of raptors. When March ar- 








rives, our pulses quicken, palms per- 
spire and attention span is lost. There 
is no cure. 

We hawk watchers can be identified 
by oursun-tanned faces, red and bleary 
eyes, and lines that creep from the 
corners of our eyes and across our 
foreheads. For us there is no experi- 
ence that compares with the sighting 
of the first raptor of the season. 

The hawk, of course, is usually un- 
aware of the two-legged animal watch- 
ing it. The hawk’s only concern is that 
it must continue flying until it reaches 
a place, which the deep recesses of its 
mind will recognize. 

Humans have attempted to under- 
stand and explain the migratory na- 
ture of hawks, but, alas, it is most 
difficult, if not impossible. We hawk 
watchers simply accept it as the way of 
the hawks and are content to play 








Photo: Northern Harrier by Keith Szafranski 





witness to the annual drama. 

In the Northeast where I live, 15 
species of hawks are seen in varying 
abundance. The first to arrive in the 
Buffalo area is the Red-tailed Hawk. 

The Red-tailed Hawk is the most 
common Buteo in North America, and 
is easily recognized. This medium-sized 
Buteocan be seen throughout the month 
of March and into April. 

Adult Red-tails are one of the most 
strikingly beautiful hawks. Their boldly 
patterned black-and-white tail and 
wings contrast with their chestnut 
breast and underwings. It is a delight 
to behold. 

The smallest of the Me niters, the 
Sharp-shinned Hawk, has begun its 
northward passage, as has the slightly 
larger Cooper’s Hawk. These two simi- 
lar-looking Accipiters can tax the forti- 
tude of even the most avid hawk watch- 
ers. Throw in a Northern Goshawk 
and a distant Red-shouldered Hawk 
flapping and gliding, and you willlikely 
have one very frustrated birder. 

March also brings Bald and Golden 
eagles, Peregrine Falcons and North- 
ern Harriers. Rough-legged Hawks may 
be seen throughout most of the migra- 
tion season at northern hawk-watch- 
ing posts before they head for Arctic 
nesting sites. 

The number of birds of prey in- 
creases in April. Falcons, eagles, North- 
ern Harriers, Ospreys, Accipiters and 
Buteos all pass through. Among these 
magnificent birds, two stand out by 
virtue of their sheer numbers. Throngs 
of Sharp-shins hurry through, bent 
upon reaching their nesting destina- 
tion. Rarely have I seen them veer off 
course. They arrive and depart in the 
same breath. 

The second and most common of 
the migrating hawks in the East is the 
Broad-winged Hawk. Thousands soar 
past us. We, in our feeble endeavor, 
attempt to count them all. 

Flights continue into May and occa- 
sionally even June, but as spring 
progresses, numbers begin to dwindle. 
By the end of June, they are gone. 

Weare saddened by their departure, 
but we take comfort in the knowledge 
that the hawks will return next March. 
We, too, will be back at our local 
hawk-watch posts, searching for that 
first Red-tail. March madness will be- 
gin again. WB) 
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Remote. Wild. 
Unbelievable. 


Unravel the mysteries of a land where time stands still and nature 
displays an astonishing array of wonders — St. Paul Island, Alaska. 


° Brilliant showcase of 


wildflowers 
* Historic Russian Church 


St. Paul 
IS LA N D 


ALASKA'S PRIBILOFS 


¢ Home to thousands of 
fur seals 
¢ Arctic Fox and Reindeer 


© Spectacular sea bird 
colonies—over 210 species 
identified 


For free color brochure, call Reeve Aleutian Airways 800-544-2248 
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Bulletin Bird 








Happy Trails To You, Bluebirds 


luebirds need our help. Their 

numbers have been gradually de- 
clining along with the abundance of 
natural cavities, in which the birds 
nest. Luckily, conservationists and 
birders have been quick to come to the 
bluebird’s aid by providing nest boxes 
and establishing bluebird trails. 

A bluebird trail is a series of nest 
boxes set up in an area. These boxes 
are carefully monitored and provide 
invaluable data for birding organiza- 
tions like the North American Blue- 
bird Society. 

If you are considering establishing 
your own bluebird trail, first make 
sure you have the proper space and 
resources. You must be willing to moni- 
tor and maintain all the nest boxes in 
the trail. You must also keep accurate 
records of the number of nesting at- 
tempts, young fledged and the overall 
success rate of birds using your trail’s 
nest boxes. The North American Blue- 
bird Society offers the following sug- 
gestions: 

Place your nest boxes in good blue- 
bird habitat like open rural country 
with scattered trees and low sparse 
cover. Avoid brushy and heavily wood- 
edareas, or you will likely attract House 
Wrens instead of bluebirds. Also try to 
avoid areas where House Sparrows are 
abundant or where pesticides and other 
chemicals are used. 

Mount nest boxes three feet or higher 
above the ground, preferably on 
smooth pipes or posts. Use a predator 
guard when possible. Face nest boxes 
toward a perch that is 25 to 100 feet 
from the entrance. Separate nest boxes 
by at least 100 yards. 

Monitor your nest boxes weekly 
during the nesting season and remove 
House Sparrow nests immediately. 
Inspect boxes in late winter, and clean 
and repair them if necessary. 

Do not put out more nest boxes than 
you can effectively monitor. One nest 
box properly maintained is more help- 
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ful to bluebirds than a bluebird trail 
full of neglected boxes. 

You will be rewarded with bluebirds 
galore if you make the effort to estab- 
lish and maintain your own bluebird 
trail. If you would like more informa- 
tion about bluebird trails or bluebirds, 
contact the North American Bluebird 
Society, Box 6295, Silver Spring, Mary- 
land 20916-6295. 


Nesting Success 


How successful are bluebird trails? 
In a random sampling of people who 
monitor more than 50 nest boxes, we 
found that bluebirds do not hesitate to 
use nest boxes when they are available. 

In Cobleskill, New York, Kevin 
Berner monitors 144 nest boxes. In 
1991, his “best year yet,” he recorded 
24 nesting attempts by bluebirds, 17 
of which were successful. He happily 
counted 66 Eastern Bluebird fledg- 
lings. Other species that used Berner’s 
boxes were Tree Swallows, House 
Wrens, House Sparrows and House 
Finches. 

Harry Krueger of Ore City, Texas, 
maintains a bluebird trail consisting of 
65 nest boxes. In 1991, all but three of 
his boxes were used by Eastern Blue- 
birds with 96 successful nesting at- 
tempts. An amazing 314 bluebirds 
fledged. 

In Benton County, Oregon, bad 
weather—rain, wind and cold—posed 
problems for Elsie Eltzroth’s bluebird 
trail. Despite this, Eltzroth and ap- 
proximately 20 other enthusiasts dili- 
gently monitored their 178 boxes. In 
1991, only 35 of the 178 boxes were 
used by bluebirds with 50 nesting at- 
tempts, 37 of which were successful. 
However, even in this “bad year,” these 
Oregonians recorded the fledging of 
158 Western and Mountain bluebirds. 

The remainder of the Oregon boxes 
did not remain empty, though. On the 
contrary, 133 next boxes were used by 
other bird species, accounting for 374 


Photo: Western Bluebird by David Middleton 





nesting attempts. Swallow species (Tree 
and Violet-green) and House Wrens 
were the most common nesters. 

In Calgary, Alberta, Donald Stiles 
and 30 other monitors maintain an 
incredible bluebird trail consisting of 
2209 nest boxes. Stiles claims that 97 
to 99 percent of the boxes are used by 
Mountain and Western Bluebirds and 
other species. In 1991, 972 boxes 
housed bluebird nests that produced a 
whopping 5362 successful fledglings. 

Tree Swallows used 1084 ofthe boxes 
and produced 4748 fledglings. Other 
species that used the Calgary nest boxes 
included House Wrens, chickadees and 
sparrows. 


Record Keeping 


Accurate record keeping is an im- 
portant part of a successful bluebird 
trail. Records provide ongoing infor- 
mation about bluebird production, and 








it is always interesting to compare fig- 
ures with those of previous years. 

To keep track of the nest boxes in 
your bluebird trail, number them for 
easy reference. Also consider attaching 
a label to each nest box to show the 
name of the person or group respon- 
sible for the trail. 

Maintenance and record keeping are 
the secrets behind a success. A blue- 
bird trail not only helps bluebirds and 
other cavity-nesting birds, it is also 
fun! 
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What’s Happening 


* March 6-7. Join others at Cape 
May Bird Observatory to watch the 
“Woodcock Dance,” the annual nup- 
tial flight of male woodcocks that 
heralds spring. For more informa- 
tion, contact Cape May Bird Obser- 
vatory, P.O. Box 3, Cape May Point, 
New Jersey 08212; (609) 884-2736. 

* March 11. Raptor enthusiasts 
can join the Eagle Countin Sunriver, 
Oregon. Bus to Christmas Valley 
and count migrating eagles and 
hawks. To find out more about the 
Eagle Count, call (503) 593-4394. 

* March 13-15. “Wings Over the 
Platte” is an annual celebration of 
migrating cranes and waterfowl. See 
thousands of Sandhill Cranes, 
geese, ducks and other birds at the 
Platte River region of Nebraska. 
Featured events this year include a 
crane tour, a tour of the Rainwater 
Basin, and an art and photography 
exhibit. For information, contact 
“Wings Over the Platte,” P.O. Box 
1486, Grand Island, Nebraska 
68802; (800) 658-3178. 

¢ March 14 and March 21. Bird 
Delaware Bay on the “Poor Man’s 
Pelagic Trip.” See Horned Grebes, 
Red-throated Loons, Bonaparte’s 
Gulls and more as they stop at Dela- 
ware Bay, a major wintering and 
staging area. Information can be 
obtained by contacting Cape May 
Bird Observatory, P.O. Box 3, Cape 
May Point, New Jersey 08212; (609) 
884-2736. 

* March 19-22. The 56th Annual 
Meeting of the National Wildlife Fed- 
eration will be held in Portland, Or- 
egon. The theme for this year’s pro- 
gramis “Endangered Species.” Fea- 
ture discussions include protecting 
biodiversity, sustainable develop- 
ment and tropical deforestation. For 
additional information, contact the 
National Wildlife Federation, Meet- 
ings and Conferences Division, 1400 


16th Street NW, Washington, D.C. 
20036; (800) 333-9161 or (202) 797- 
5440. 
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Filson’s Oil Finish 
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hatband and sweatband. 
Provides excellent protection 
from sun and rain. 
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Tanagers with wildflowers - 
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Photo File 









Announcing The Fourth Annual WildBird Photo Contest! 


he editors of WildBird Magazine 

are proud to announce the 1992 
WildBird Photo Contest! The past three 
years’ photo contests have produced 
extraordinary images, and we are ea- 
gerly anticipating the exciting photo- 
graphs that entrants will submit this 
year. 

Photography is an important, enjoy- 
able, fulfilling part of birding, and we 
encourage readers to send in their best 
photographs for judging. This is your 





Be very judicious in your selection of photo contest entries. Look for sharp- 
ness, color and impact. This photograph of a Northern Jacana won first 


chance to show your best photography 
to fellow birders from across North 
America! 

There are six categories in the 1992 
contest: Cover, Flight, Backyard, Rare, 
Hard-To-Get and Humor. The rules 
for each category are explained in de- 
tail below. 

First-, second- and third-place win- 
ners will be selected for each category. 
Each winner will receive a cash prize: 
$100 for first place, $50 for second 





prize in the Rare Category of the 1991 WildBird Photo Contest. 
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Photo: Greg R. Homel 





and $25 for third place. 

New for the 1992 contest is a Grand 
Prize, which will be awarded for the 
best photo. The grand-prize winner 
will be selected in addition to the six 
first-place winners and will receive a 
Leica mini 35mm camera. 

All winning photographs will be 
published in the annual “Contest Win- 
ners’ Portfolio,” featured in the Octo- 
ber 1992 issue of WildBird. In addi- 
tion, the first-place winner in the Cover 
Category will grace the cover of the 
October 1992 issue. The winner of the 
Flight Category will be featured in 
“Flying Free.” 

The WildBird Photo Contest is very 
competitive. Last year, we received 868 
contest entries, but only 18 photo- 
graphs won awards. It may be helpful 
for you to review the 1990 and 1991 
“Contest Winners’ Portfolio” in the 
past two October issues to see the 
quality of the images that were selected 
as winners. 


Tips From The Editors 

Please be a judicious photo editor 
when selecting your entries to the con- 
test. Look for sharpness and clarity of 
the image, as well as well-defined lines 
and sharp-focused eyes. Pay special 
attention to the details of lighting be- 
cause it is the lighting that provides the 
prime ingredient of color in your pho- 
tographs, 

Select photos that offer a special 
quality that captures the essence of 
birdlife, either through behavior, mo- 
tion or color. These ingredients will 
help sway the judges in their selection 
ofaward winners. Concentrate on cap- 
turing the unique characteristics and 
life of the bird rather than a static 
portrait. If you are still trying to cap- 
ture that elusive award-winning pho- 
tograph, there is no reason not to set 
your camera sights high and focus on 
first place. 

To enter the Fourth Annual WildBird 
Photo Contest, just follow the contest 
rules carefully, fill out an entry form 








and send in your entries by May 15, 
1992. Good luck from the editors and 
staff of WildBird! 


1992 Contest Rules 


Although the contest rules have not 
changed appreciably from last year, be 
sure to read all the rules carefully be- 
fore you submit your photographs. 





The 1991 WildBird cover photo. 

1. This contest is open to all amateur 
and professional photographers, ex- 
cept employees of Fancy Publications 
and their relatives. 

2. Only photographs of bird species 
found in the 50 United States and 
Canada will be accepted. 

3. Photographed birds must be alive 
and living in the wild. Studio portraits 


Photo Ethics 


The editors of WildBird Magazine 
support the concept of conservation 
ethics in bird photography. This con- 
test is intended to be a challenging 
and enjoyable pursuit, but it should 
not produce “get the picture at any 
cost” situations. 

Let the guiding rule of bird photog- 
raphy be: The welfare of the birds 
should be primary. Unless you can 
photograph these beautiful creatures 
without disturbing their natural be- 
havior and life-cycle, please pass 
the shot up and take a different 
approach. 

You can derive great pleasure by 
sharing moments with birds, captur- 
ing selected moments on film and 
leaving without disturbing the feed- 
ing, nesting or daily behavior of the 
birds you photograph. 


inga by Don Clary : 











1992 Grand Prize 
Leica Mini 35mm Camera 


LEICA ELMAR 1:3.5/35 


A Leica mini 35mm rangefinder cam- 
era with an autofocus wide-angle lens 
will be awarded for the most outstand- 
ing bird photograph. The Leica mini 
offers autofocus, automatic exposure 
and automatic flash. 


This pocket-sized camera is perfect 
to take into the field or use in your 
home when an automatic camera 
works best. It will provide fine land- 
scape and general scenic photo- 
graphs. 


For more information about Leica cameras 
and other optical products, contact: 

Leica Optical, 156 Ludlow Avenue, Northvale, 
New Jersey 07647: (201) 767-7500. 





and photographs of captive birds will 
not be accepted for competition. 

4. Do not pose birds, especially nest- 
lings, for photographs. 

5. Only color photographs will be 
judged. No black-and-white photo- 
graphs will be accepted. 

6. Each contestant may enter up to 
three photographs per category. 





7. Each entry must be submitted 
separately—one entry per envelope. 
Please write the category of the photo- 
graph on the front of the envelope in 
the lower left corner. 

8. Every photograph must be ac- 
companied by a separate, completed 
entry form. Photocopies of the entry 
form are acceptable if you wish to enter 


Photo: E.T. Royster 


Try to capture action and the “life force” of the bird in your photographs. 
This female Ruby-throated Hummingbird photo won first place in the 
Flight Category in the 1991 WildBird Photo Contest. 
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more than one photo in the contest. 

9. Each photo contest entry must be 
accompanied by a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope if contestants want 
their entries returned. 

10. No duplicate slides will be ac- 
cepted. 

11. Previously published photo- 
graphs are ineligible. 

12. Winners will be selected by a 
panel of judges selected by the editors 
of WildBird. 

13. All entries must be postmarked 
no later than May 15, 1992. 


- for second- and third-place awards. 


Cover Category 

1. The Cover Category will feature a 
portrait of a single bird. 

2. Because the first-place winner will 
be featured on the 1992 WildBird cover, 
only vertical color slides (transparen- 
cies) will be accepted for first place. 
Horizontal slides will be considered 


composition must provide room at the 
top and one side for the title block and 
headline banners to be positioned. The 
photograph’s background should be 
uncluttered and free of distracting veg- 
etation, background objects and other 
distractions. Refer to WildBird covers 
from last year as guidelines for the 
design requirements of cover photo- 
graphs. 

5. Photographs will also be judged 
for image sharpness, composition, 
color and a dynamic rendering of the 
life force of the bird. 


3. Color slides must be in the 35mm 
format; however, larger format trans- 
parencies are acceptable. 

4. All photographs must adhere to 
the cover design. The vertical photo’s 











| offer authoritative advic 
customers through newsletter: 


Call us at 1-800-759-WILD for th 
Bird Center nearest you. Find ou 
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: bird stores are today’s best choici 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The 1990 WildBird cover photo. 






























































































































































Flight Category 


1. The Flight Category will be lim- 
ited to photographs of a bird or birds 
in flight. The first-place photograph 
will be featured on the October 1992 
“Flying Free” page. 

2. Color slides or prints will be ac- 
cepted. 

3. Vertical photographs will be pre- 
ferred for, the “Flying Free” page. 

4. Photographs will be judged for 
capturing the essence of bird flight and 
movement. Clarity will be judged, but 
it will be of secondary importance to 
flight and motion considerations. 

Optional. Photographers may choose 
to provide a suitable “Flying Free” quote 
to accompany the photograph (quotes 
will not influence judging). 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Backyard Category 
1. The Backyard Category is designed 
to celebrate the interactions of birds 
and humans. Photographs must show 


the bird or birds on or near a bird 
feeder, birdbath, birdhouse or other 











Photo: Western Meadowlark by Lynn Bender 











man-made structure typically associ- 
ated with backyard bird observations. 

2. Photographs must be taken in a 
yard. Photographs taken at wildlife 
refuges, parks, sanctuaries, commer- 
cial lodges and other locales will not be 
eligible. 

3. Color slides or prints will be ac- 
cepted. 

4. Image sharpness, composition and 
the interaction of the bird or birds with 


CATEGORY 
CL) Open 
{J Rare 


Q Flight 


BIRD SPECIES 


PHOTOGRAPHY LOCATION 


PHOTO STATISTICS 
Camera (brand and model) 


Lens (brand and focal length) 
Film (brand and ASA) 
Shutter Speed and Aperture 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
TELEPHONE 


Signature 


(J Hard-To-Get 


STATE 


backyard bird structures will be judged. 


Rare Category 


1. The Rare Category will emphasize 
photographs of rare birds—birds that 
are rare in a specific locale. (Last year’s 
winning photograph documented a 
Northern Jacana in Arizona. This spe- 
cies is native to Mexico and Central 
America, andis rarely seen in the United 
States.) 


OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM 
1992 WildBird Photo Contest 


(Each photograph ntust be accompanied by a separate entry form. 
Photocopies of this form will be accepted.) 


() Backyard 


J Humor 


ZIP 


I certify that I took this photograph and that it has not been published in 
another commercial publication. I understand that this entry will not be 
returned unless it is accompanied by a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 


Fill in this form completely and send it with your photo entry to: 
WildBird Magazine—1992 PHOTO CONTEST 
P.O. Box 6050 
Mission Viejo, CA 92690 


Entries must be postmarked on or before May 15, 1992. 
























featuring 

the very finest 
photographic & 
outdoor equipment, including 


THE RUE ULTIMATE BLIND 
The only photo 
blind that can 
be completely 
set up in less 
than 30 
seconds, 
lightweight, 
easy to carry & 
water repellent. 


THE RUE GROOFWIN POD 
Photograph from car window 
with stability 


L.L. RUE’S BIRD 
PHOTOGRAPHY VIDEOS 
“Basics of Bird Photography” 
“Advanced Bird Photography” 


HOW I PHOTOGRAPH 

WILDLIFE & NATURE 

Dr. L.L. Rue’s definitive book 

Please write, call or fax: 
LEONARD RUE ENTERPRISES 
138 Millbrook Road, Dept. WB 

Blairstown, NJ 07825 

908-362-6616 / 908-362-5808 FAX 


































RAISED RELIEF 





USA MAP 


Full-color relief map shows altitude, land 
formations and water routes. Framed in 
solid oak, map measures 35%" x 222" 
Price is $53.95. Please send for FREE 
catalog of complete map line. 
me 


Hubbard Scientific, Inc. 
P.O. Box 760, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 





Phone 


Item Desc. Price 
432F Framed U.S. Relief Map@ $53.95 
$ 3.95 











Shipping & Handling 
Total $ 


Send FREE 
Map Catalog 





| o—_ —_ 2 —__22 —___ 


Check or MO enclosed or charge to: 


] {es} Amex (] visa 


] Card Number 




















Mastercard 








Exp. Date 


Signature 





a a ao a es 
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2. Color slides or prints only. 
3. Image quality and composition 


a a 
will be judged, but these qualities will D if S C O U nt ir E ces 
be secondary to the rarity of the bird or = 8 & 


birds photographed. : ner : : : 

4. Anexplanation of why this photo- without giving up good advice and fast, friendly service. 
graph fits into the Rare Category should Bausch & Lomb, Zeiss, Nikon, Bushnell, Mirador, Kowa, Questar, Swift, 
be written on the accompanying photo Leica, Pentax, Swarovski, Celestron, Bushnell... and more. 


contest entry form. i 
Send a self-addressed 


Hard-To-Get Category a aS 3 pates envelope vie 
postage) for our 44-page 

1. The Hard-To-Get Category is de- catalog 92W that includes 
signed for photographers who have a : ee 31 8 pages on howto pick the 
gone the extra mile to get that elusive $235 right binoculars and spot- 
photo of a bird or birds. (Last year’s freight paid enon ye — on se - judge optical quality. 
inni e'llinclude our discount price list showing your savings on 
ae Paeeaps ols gaia auahnel SOmm . Space: the more than 150 spotting scope and binocular models we 
Owl was taken while the photogra- master: with a 22x wide gw : a 
angle birding eyepiece. A stock — at prices from $50 to $2500. Our customers say it’s 

pher was balanced 30 feet above the world-wide best-seller. The the best birding optics catalog around. Period. 

ground in a juniper tree at night.) pase ip eis pra At christophers, Itd., we discount the price, not the 
2. The effort required to take the Bais A onthe iodine quality, selection, or service. Now in our 13th year of giving 


photograph will be the primary con- keep in stock at all times. you good advice and saving you money. 
sideration along with the image sharp- 


@ 
a SECIS or prints will be C h ru S top h e rs, ltd. 


accepted. Mastercard, Visa, American Express, Discover, and Optima cards. 

4. Photographers should include a Hours 10-5:00 CST, Mon. thru Fri. U.S. & Canadian sales only. 3% freight on credit card orders. 
detailed description of the methods 2401 Tee Circle, Suite 106, Norman, OK 73069 
used and hardships endured to obtain Toll-Eree Order Line: (800) 356-6603 Advice/Tech Questions: (405) 364-4898 


their hard-to-get photos. 








Humor Category Purple Martin Gourds and Pole Kits 

1. As before, anything goes in the Be rid of thousands of mosquitoes and other insects daily. Gourds 

Humor Category, as long as the sub- are the preferred Martin Nest. Swinging action and lack of perch 

ject matter is a wild bird or birds and | or porch keeps most birds away. Natural almond color gourds are 

thassbeehukant ei nceaale: aoe made of high impact plastic, with removable backs for easy cleaning. 
—o d sey ard ss Made in USA « 3 yr. Guarantee 


2. Color slides and prints will be Pe ie oe 


considered. y | 6 Gourds only 
3. Although optional. you should 16’ Aluminum pole kit for 6 Gourds .... 

consider ae a pail cap- ‘ ieee pom for 1A Sous 

; 8 P Shipping & handling each (Allow 2 to 4 weeks) 

tion with your photograph to help 

heh Visa and Mastercard (orders only), call 1-800-356-2062. 
Be 2s ie roe BC Send money order, check and inquiries to: 
. Entries will be judged on whether ; 
ae Carroll Industries, P.O. Box 577, Dept. WB, Madison, MS 39130 

they make other birders laugh. 


Resorts, municipalities, and parks receive quantity discounts. Dealer inquiries welcome. 














B est wishes to all would-be photo 
contest winners as you enter the 
field or your backyard with your cam- 
era and lens in hand. Enjoy recording 
some of nature’s most inspiring resi- 
dents—wild birds—and enter your 
best in the 1992 WildBird Photo 
Contest. Have fun and good luck! 





The detail in the eye and feathers of 
this Red-bellied Woodpecker photo 
are obvious in this 1991 second- 
place winner. Pay careful attention 
to sharpness, color and detail when 
editing your photo contest entries. 
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ONE OF A KIND 







Cork 
P Bluebird 
Houses 


These natural appearing bluebird 
houses are lightweight, long 
lasting and American made. Each 


house is unique as nature itself. 


$21.96 ppd 


Two Rivers Garden, Inc. 
1833 St. Marys Road Villa Ridge, MO 63089 
Catalog (800)648-0461 


Dealer inquires welcome 





SIDE ONE: Screech Owl Call 
SIDE TWO: Barred Owl and Great 
Horned Owl Calls 


WARNING: DO NOT USE THIS TAPE EXCESSIVELY 





is 





OR DURING THE BREEDING SEASON 
©1991 Ol’ Sam Peabody Co. 
WHITE-THROAT IMAGES 109 N. Main Street 
Elliott & Schinkel Berrien Springs, MI 49103 
616-471-4031 
Dealers Welcome 


WILDBIRD 










SELVA VERDE 
Costa Rican Green Paradise 
BIRDING IN COSTA RICA! 


We are located in the lush tropical 
rain forest, two hours northeast of 
San Jose, in a wonderland of clean 
rivers and streams, under a canopy of 
hundreds of tree species, and over 
500 SPECIES OF BIRDS can be 
counted. 

At your doorstep are hiking trails, 
swimming, canoeing, river rafting, 
nature photography, fishing, nature 
research and a world of minute dis- 
coveries. For more information. on 
SELVA VERDE... 


Call 1-800-451-7111 
SELVA VERDE LODGE 
3540 N.W. 13th Street 
Gainesville, Florida 32609 
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Birder’s Library 





Birder’s Library is a new bimonthly 
WildBird department that provides 
information about birding-related 
books that readers may find interest- 
ing. Many of these books can be pur- 
chased at birding specialty stores listed 
in the July 1991 issue of WildBird, or 
you can order the book directly from 
the listed publisher. 





The Complete Guide to Attracting Bluebirds 


The 
BLUEBIRD 


Donald and Lillian Stokes 


The Bluebird Book by Donald 
and Lillian Stokes is a comprehensive 
guide about America’s 
most popular songbird. 
The combination of 
wonderfully vivid pho- 
tographs and the life 
history and behavior of 
the three bluebird spe- 
cies make the book a 
must for anyone inter- 
ested in bluebirds. 

The book contains 
valuable information 
about building and 
monitoring nest boxes 
and birdhouses, as well 
as establishing your 
own bluebird trail. The 
Stokes also offer tips on 
how to landscape your 
yard to better attract 
bluebirds. 

The Bluebird Book was 
published in 1991 by 
Little, Brown and Com- 








pany, 205 Lexington Avenue, New 
York, New York 10016 ($9.95). 


The Bluebird—How You Can 
Help Its Fight For Survival, by 
Lawrence Zeleny, is part of the Audu- 
bon Naturalist Library. This book tells 
how bluebird enthusiasts can help one 
of the most treasured American birds. 

Zeleny describes in detail the life 
history and habits of bluebirds, as well 
as specific instruction on how to build 
nest boxes and how to establish blue- 
bird trails. One endearing chapter is 
devoted to Zeleny’s experience in 
adopting a brood of orphaned blue- 
bird nestlings and how he successfully 
returned them to the wild. 

The Bluebird was first published in 
1976 for the Audubon Naturalist Soci- 
ety of the Central Atlantic States by 
Indiana University Press in Bloom- 
ington, Indiana. The book is available 
through the North American Bluebird 
Society, Box 6295, Silver Spring, Mary- 
land 20916-6285 ($9.95). 


The Mountain Bluebird by Ron 
Hirschi with photographs by Galen 
Burrell is a wonderfully colorful ac- 
count of Mountain Bluebirds. Follow 
this bird on its migration north from 














Texas in the spring to a nesting site in 
the mountains. 

Hirschi describes the raising and 
feeding of bluebird nestlings, the dan- 
ger of predators, and the important 
role woodpeckers and their nesting 
cavities play. He also mentions the 
efforts by people to supply artificial 
nesting cavities (nest boxes) and the 
need to prevent habitat loss. 

The Mountain Bluebird was published 
in 1989 by Cobblehill Books/E.P. 
Dutton, New York, New York, a divi- 
sion of Penguin Books USA Inc., 375 
Hudson Street, New York, New York 
10014 ($14.95). 


The Complete Birdhouse Book 
by Donald and Lillian Stokes is a 
beginner's guide to attract nesting birds. 
Illustrated with colorful images of com- 
mon cavity nesters, this book offers the 
answers to many basic birdhouse ques- 
tions. 

The authors have written a number 
of books about birds and nature, in- 
cluding a field guide series that en- 
compasses such topics as bird behav- 
ior, wildflowers and animal tracking. 

The Complete Birdhouse Book was 
published in 1990 by Little, Brown 
and Company, 205 Lexington Avenue, 
New York, New York 10016 ($9.95). 


Birdhouses, Feeders You Can 
Make and 102 Birdhouses, Feed- 
ers You Can Make by Hi Sibley are 
the books for people who want to get 
down to the business of building. Both 
books are chock-full of designs and 


detailed construction plans with very 
little text. 

Birdhouses, Feeders You Can Make 
was published in 1991, and 102 Bird- 
houses, Feeders You Can Make, in 1980, 
by The Goodheart-Willcox Company, 
Inc., 123 West Taft Drive, South Hol- 
land, Illinois 60473-2089 ($8.00 each). 


Classic Architectural Bird- 
houses and Feeders is like peeking 
into the building notes of Cape Cod 
author/architect/illustrator Malcolm 


Wells. The book contains easy-to-fol- 
low construction drawings of bird- 
houses and feeders that are appealing 
to birds and people alike. The designs 
are elegantly simple and made mostly 
out of scrap wood. Wells claims that 
the feeders and birdhouses will “age 
gracefully as rain and sunlight work 
their magic.” 

Classic Architectural Birdhouses and 
Feeders was published in 1988 by Mal- 
colm Wells, 673 Satucket Road, Brew- 
ster, Massachusetts 02631 ($9.95). WB 































‘All the challenge, excitement, 
and sheer fun of birding... packed 


Into one DOOK.” —kenn Kaufman, author 
of Peterson's Field Guide to Advanced Birding 


Birding with Pete and Linda Dunn is an unforgettable 
experience. Now they take you along on a full year of 
their adventures—for a glorious, information-packed 
celebration of birding at its very best. 


“A must for every naturalist's bookshelf.” 
—Jim Brett, Curator, Hawk Mountain Sanctuary 


“A delight. ...So deliciously written that it could chronicle 
a quest for bats instead of birds and I would still be 
hooked.” —Jane Alexander 


“The Hope Diamond of natural history diaries, 
sparkling throughout with vivid depictions of birds, 
birding, people, and places.” —Publishers Weekly 

A North American Birder’s Year 


Photographs byLinda Dunne 






ERS 0 SG GE 
Please send me copies of 
0-525-93392-1 

THE FEATHER QUEST 


—— | have enclosed $25.00 per copy plus $2.00 for 
shipping and handling. No CODs or cash 


_—— Charge my (_] VISA (_] MasterCard 











# 





Exp. date 





Signature 





Name 





Address 





City 


State Zip 
Pete Ditiaters Clip and send to: PENGUIN USA, Cash Sales 


author of Zales of a Low-Rent Birder Department, P.O. Box 999, Bergenfield. NJ 07621 
Foreword by Roger Tory Peterson Or call 1-800-253-6476 


¥q DUTTON 


V Penguin USA 











Prices subject to change. Offer subject to withdrawal 
Please allow 4—6 weeks for delivery FQ-4 


a CREE GE) SS! A) ) a 
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16 pages of photos 





- THE CHICKADEE - 


Feeder for Chickadees 
Titmice — Nuthatches @ 
fete) (oh fares) 


It's Different — 

It's Better 

+ Hang it close toa 
window and enjoy 
these special birds 
year around 

* Very economical 
on seed usage 

* Larger birds and 
most sparrows 
cannot use it successfully 


Molded plastic 8" high, 6 1/2" diameter. 
“Choice of Red, Green or Brown.” 

Send $8.95 plus $1.50 S/H for one, or $15.95 
plus $2.25 S/H for two. Prompt shipment. 
Satisfaction guaranteed or money back. 


P.O. Box 103 WO 
Williamsburg IN 47393 


s{=(e1 





clay 


| Discover The Hidden Hawaii 
) With HAWAII Magazine 


| YOUR GUARANTEE 

‘if, for any reason, you are not satis- 
ified with Hawaii Magazine, your 

| money wiil be refunded on all unmailed 


1 Mail No-Risk Coupon Today ——-— 
|! Hawaii Magazine, Subscription Department 
i} P.O. Box 485, Mt. Morris, IL 61054-0485 


i! YES, please enter my subscription as follows: 
0 $12.99—6 bimonthly issues 
(Save $4.71 off newsstand price) 


CO) $25.97—12 bimonthly issues 
(Save $9.43 off newsstand price) 


(Canada add $8 postage per 6 issue order; Foreign add $12. 
International money order, please.) 


[_) 5 Saeenclosed 

L) Please bill me (U.S, & Canada only) 
Name 
Address 


City/State/Zip s ee eee 
Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery to begin. 














BLUEBIRD HOUSE 


' ON THE MARKET" 
Featured in Henry Field's 
catalog. Handcrafted habitats 

for Eastern and Western 
Bluebirds and other bird and 


(many baby birds die from heat in the nest); 
with ventilation and drainage; easy to clean. 
Constructed to last. Instructions and species 
information included. Free catalog of bat and 
bird habitats and feeders. DEALER IN- 
QUIRIES WELCOME. 


Coveside Conservation 
ai Products 


HC 33, Box 462W Five Islands, ME 04548 
2073712132 Visa/MC 
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WildBird Q-and-A 





Bluebirds vs. Wrens 


e Last summer, on three dif- 
ferent occasions and in three dif- 
ferent nest boxes, Eastern Blue- 
birds built nests and laid five eggs. 
Each time House Wrens broke and 
sometimes threw out the eggs, then 
immediately built their own nest 
on top of the destroyed bluebird 
nest. Is this behavior common, and 
what can we do about it? 

Levi Keim 
Beach City, Ohio 


A e [his behavior is typical of House 
Wrens. They are fiercely territorial and 
often tolerate no other nests, even of 
other species, within their nesting ter- 
ritory. 

The simplest solution is to move 
your bluebird boxes. Good bluebird 
habitat is poor wren habitat. Move the 
bluebird boxes to open areas, such as 
grazed pastures or cemeteries that lack 
dense shrubs and thickets. Wrens pre- 
fer overgrown fields and wooded edges 
with dense thickets. Luring bluebirds 
into wren habitat with nest boxes is a 
losing proposition for you and the 
bluebirds. 


Winter Nest Boxes 


e Chickadees used a nest box 
we put up last spring. After the 
nesting season, we took down the 
box and cleaned it. Because chicka- 
dees are permanent residents here, 
we wonder if we should leave the 
box up all year or store it for the 
winter? 

Sibylle Wehmann-Yanginshi 
Utica, New York 


A e At best, the chickadees or other 
small cavity-nesting birds such as tit- 
mice and nuthatches may roost in the 
box on cold winter nights. In winter, 
nest boxes are sometimes used for 
roosting as much as they are for nest- 
ing in the spring. On extremely cold 
nights as many as six or eight individu- 
als may roost in a nest box to stay 
warm. 

At worst, a nest box left outdoors all 


year may be occupied by gnawing ro- 
dents. Deer mice and flying squirrels 
commonly enlarge holes on small boxes 
and use them as winter den sites. 

Come late February, just open the 
box and remove the contents. The 
evicted rodents will simply scurry to 
one of their several other dens. 


Indian Summer 


e In early September, a friend 
from Hinsdale, Illinois, called to 
say that Mourning Doves were 
building a nest in a hanging plant 
on her patio. I told her it was 
doubtful the eggs would hatch be- 
cause the nest was built late. 

However, near the end of Sep- 
tember, the eggs hatched and the 
adults are taking good care of the 
young. Is it unusual for doves to 
nest so late in the season? 

Marcia Lonergan 

Lake Forest, Illinois 


A e Although most birds nest in late 
spring and early summer, some nest 
whenever environmental conditions 
permit. The Mourning Dove is such a 
bird. During mild years, for example, 
Mourning Doves in Indiana might nest 
from March through October. But in a 
year when winter weather continues 
late and begins early, nesting might be 
restricted to May through August. In 
south Texas, on the other hand, doves 
may nest almost year-round and raise 
as many as five or six broods. 

For some birds, multiple clutches 
compensate for small clutch size— 
Mourning Doves usually lay just two 
eggs per clutch. In this way, doves can 
lay as many eggs each year as a bird 
that has two four-egg clutches or one 
eight-egg clutch. 


Calcium Plus 


e L have read that calcium is 
beneficial to egg production in wild 
birds. I crush egg shells and add 
them to seed in late winter and 
early spring. Is it okay to use shells 
of hard-boiled eggs for this? Is it 
safe to store eggs shells in winter 











for use during the early nesting 
season? 

Dian Reed 

Molalla, Oregon 


A. Your information is correct. 
Some incubating females eat the shells 
after their chicks hatch to quickly re- 
plenish their calcium. For feeder use, 
both raw and cooked shells are fine. 
Simply dry and grind the shells and 
store them in a plastic bag in a cool dry 
place such as your refrigerator or 
freezer. Some people grind clam and 
oyster shells for the same purpose. 


4 


Hummingbird Diet 


e Dohummingbirds eat seeds? 
I have seen them eating from a 
finch feeder several times. 
Lorena Cofield 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 


A. Hummingbirds do noteatseeds. 
They do, however, eat soft-bodied in- 
vertebrates, in addition to nectar. The 
hummer that visited your finch feeder 
was probably feeding on small spiders 
or insects attracted by either the seed 
or even smaller invertebrate prey. 


Bird Heaven? 


e What happens to birds when 
they die? I have never seen a dead 
bird lying on the ground. 

Jim Hogan 


A. You are right, we rarely find 
dead birds. Birds that crash into win- 
dows and road kills come to mind as 
notable exceptions. 

Predators prey on most birds before 
they die naturally. Even individuals 
weakened by parasites and disease will 
usually fall to predators before they die 
naturally. The list of predators is long 
and includes snakes, shrews, weasels, 
skunks, raccoons, cats, bobcats, rac- 
coons, ringtails, dogs, foxes, coyotes, 
owls, hawks, shrikes, crows and ravens. 

The few that might actually drop 
dead do not last long due to nature’s 
recycling brigade of scavengers (vul- 
tures and predators) and decomposers 
(bacteria, fungi, many insects and in- 
sect larvae). 
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To get really up ae and personal, 
only FUJINON’s new 8x40 BFL lets 
you focus on subjects 3 meters 
away. Even less. By adjusting 
the +4 diopter right eye- 
piece and, depending on 
your vision, you can reduce 
the distance to 2.5 m. 

With 8 power, ultra-sharp, 













limited warranty — all at a man- 
ufacturer’s suggested list of $369.95. 
For more information, contact: 


Dealer Inquiries Invited. 


THE CLOSEST FOCUSING 
BINOCULAR IN THE WORLD. 


computer-designed optics and FUJINON’s patented EBC 
coatings, you also enjoy unparalleled definition, color accuracy 
and image brightness. Actual light transmission— from the . 
objective lenses through the ocular lenses—is greater than 90%. 
The weatherized, rubber-coated binocular, provides a new locking 
center focus mechanism, 19mm eye relief, and new snap-down rubber eyecups for those 
wearing eyeglasses. The 6.5° field angle gives you a 341-foot field of view at 1,000 yards. 
The 8x40 BFL comes with straps, carrying case, and FUJINON’s traditional lifetime 


Diy FUJINON 


FUJINON 























FUJINON INC., 10 High Point Drive, Wayne, N.J. 07470 
IN HAWAII: Fuji Photo Film Hawaii, Inc. 808-942-9400 
IN CANADA: Fuji Photo Film Canada, Inc. 416-890-6611 









_ Bird Poster, Free! 


Winona, Minn. abounds in native & mi- 
gratory birds. Free award-winning color 


\ | J’ poster with tour maps and birding tips. 
” A valuable keepsake, Write Box 870DC, 
Winona, MN 55987, call 507-452-2272. 


Winona Convention & Visitors Bureau 



























Wild Birds 
Need Your Care 





aq heir survival isn’t as “natural” as it 
once was. Millions of trees that once 
provided food and shelter have been cut 
down and replaced with concrete. Pollution, 
pesticides, technology and a long list of other 
man-made problems are threatening their very 
existence. 

By just using your yard to provide wild birds 
a source of food and shelter, you will be repaid 
many times over. Your new found friends will 
bring you never-ending entertainment, beauty, 
song and the deep personal satisfaction of know- 





ing you are doing your part to preserve one of 
natures’ most precious resources. 

Audubon Workshop isa company devoted to 
helping people discover the wonders of wild birds 
by providing a complete source of products and 
food necessary for their survival. In our new 
catalog, you'll not only find hundreds ofinterest- 
ing bird houses, feeders, baths, selective seeds, 
suet, books and videos. .. buta wealth ofuseful 
information that you and your family will find 
fascinating. 

If you have questions, our dedicated staff is 
available to help you determine what is best for 
your situation, and all our products are 100% 
guaranteed. 

Our native songbirds need your help more 
than ever before. Send for your free bird lovers’ 
catalog today, so you, too, can do your part. Please 
send your name and address to: 


Audubon Workshop 


The Wild Bird Specialists 
Dept 3126, Northbrook, IL 60062 


Thank you. 
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Binoculars 
& Spotting Scopes 








What birding lists 
do you keep, and 
how many species 
do you have in each 
of them? 





Serving Customers Nationwide 
For Over 16 Years. 


At Orion, we make it easy for you to select the perfect binoculars or spotting scope. We Nikon 
make it easy on your pocketbook, too. For over 16 years, customers all over the USA have 

relied on Orion for quality precision optics at low discount prices. Our trained staff really ZEINN 
knows binoculars and telescopes, and will be happy to help you select the model with the PENTAX 


features and price that's right for you. We carry one of the largest selections of major 

brands available. Our 100% money-back satisfaction guarantee means you can’t lose. CELESTRON 
No matter where youlive, Orionis the bestplacetobuy OPTOLYTH 
binoculars & telescopes. Low prices, helpful staff, toll 
free customer service line, information-packed cata- Tele Vue 
log and product selection guides. Ask for your FREE ADLERBLICK 
Orion catalog or drop by one of our stores today! #2ORION 


. BUSHNELL 
Call or write today for your saguca Eom 


FREE CATALOG rT) 





We keep a daily yard list. The aver- 
age number of species we see each day 
is 20. Of course, that number increases 
during summer and migration times. 

We compile the numbers from our 
daily yard lists and make a yearly list. 
Here are the totals for the last five 





& Binocular Selection Guide! ee ae 
1991 — 74 species 
Nationwide 1990 — 85 
OWNI Catalog Sales & (800)447-1 001 1989 eS 78 
BINOCULARS & TELESCOPES = Customer Service jn Calif. call (800)443-1001 
2450 17th Ave., P.O. Box 1158W, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 1988 — 90 
Visit One of Our 3 San Francisco San Jose/Cupertino Monterey Bay/Santa Cruz 1987 — 80 
Northern Californi 3609 Buchanan St. 10555 S. DeAnza Blvd. 2450 17th Ave. 
presi sea ‘ad (415)931. 0968 (408)255-8770 (408)464-0465 Betty and Ed Savage 














Bluebirds 


Gone? 


Once close to extinction, bluebirds are now 
returning to North America. Learn about 
their lives, habitats and natural enemies. A 
practical, all-ages guide to restoring these 
beautiful birds to our fields and skies. 
48 pages, full-color photography, hardcover. 


Collector’s Autographed Edition 
Available March |, 1992 
$16.95 plus $2.75 shipping and handling. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
1-800-344-3350 Ext. 719 


YES! Please send me ___ copies of 
Bluebird Rescue. 
| | Enclosed is my check payable to 
Camden House Publishing 
Charge my: | | Visa | | MasterCard 


# Exp. Date 





Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
Thank You For Your Order! 


Camden House Publishing 
Ferry Road, Charlotte, Vermont 05445 
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WildBird 


Binders 


Are you in a bind over what 
to do with your WildBird is- 
sues? Instead of an awkward 
pile of loose magazines, you 
can now keep your WildBird 
back issues nice and neat in 
special binders. 

Binders are attractively col- 
ored in burgundy with silver 
lettering and hold 12 issues. 

Purchase one binder for 
$10.75 or two for $16.75 (price 
includes postage and handling). 
California residents please add 
appropriate sales tax. 


WildBird Binders 
P.O. Box 6050 
Mission Viejo, CA 92690 




















Marshalltown, Iowa 


I keep two lists—a life list and a state 
list. My life lists consists of 250 birds, 
188 of which were sighted in my home 
state of Nebraska and are included on 
my state list. This is not a large total, 
but I only seriously started keeping 
lists about four years ago. 

I just returned from a trip to the 
Rocky Mountains with three new spe- 
cies for my life list. 1 have noticed that 
the more birds that are on my list, the 
harder it is to find new species. When- 
ever I can add one bird to my list, lam 
very pleased. 

Dolores Rose 

Grand Island, Nebraska 


Iam 16 years old and have lived on 
a farm for two years. There are many 
birds here because of the nearby pond 
and 175 acres of woods. 

I started keeping a list of birds my 
first winter here, the same time I started 
feeding birds. The list grew as spring 
approached even though many of the 
winter visitors were leaving. So far, I 
have seen 29 species from my front 
porch. 

Andrea Spayth 

Rogersville, Tennessee 








Since becoming a serious birder two 
years ago, | have kept several different 
lists of the birds I have seen and iden- 
tified. My most important list is my 
daily list, on which I list each bird I see, 
including the location, time and any 
unusual behavior. This list is divided 
into two sub-lists, one for birds in my 
backyard and the surrounding area of 
the neighborhood, and one for birds I 
see elsewhere. 

Any new species I record on my 
daily list are transferred to my life list, 
which at this time is approaching a 
total of 100 species. Ialso keepa yearly 
list running from November to Octo- 
ber because November was when | 
started watching and keeping records. 

Roger Swank 

Ridott, Illinois 


Here are the totals from the six 
birding lists I keep: 
1. Life list — 360 species 
2. Wisconsin list — 257 
3. Backyard list — 96 
4. Wildlife ARC (a rehabilitation 
facility where I am a volunteer) — 98 
5. Yearly list — still counting 
6. A Local Sanctuary list (Semi- 
nary Woods in St. Francis, Wisconsin, 
that has a beechwood-and-maple for- 
est with some grasslands and marshy 
areas) — 150 
Karen Johnson 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


I have been birding for many years 
but just started a life list when my 
husband retired six years ago, and we 
started traveling to birding hotspots. I 
now have 314 positive identifications 
on my life list. This does not include 
the many shorebirds and sparrow-type 
birds that I have not identified without 
a doubt. 

The list includes the birds I have 
seen in the United States (including 
two trips to Alaska), Canada, St. Croix 
(the U.S. Virgin Islands) and Puerto 
Rico. 

Rose Campbell 

Gloucester, Virginia 


Istarted my fourth year of birding in 
January. Last year, I decided to start a 
journal to keep track of all the birds I 
encounter. Now | go nowhere—well, 
almost nowhere—without my binocu- 
lars and trusty notebook. 

When I started my journal, | had 


sighted just 73 birds in two years. In 
my third year, I added a whopping 97 
new lifers, 92 of which were sighted in 
Indiana. This brings my total life list up 
to 170, and 166 of those were sighted 
or resighted in 1991. I look forward to 
adding many more birds to my list in 
1992. 

Debra Arnold 

Indianapolis, Indiana 


My brother, Dave, and | are birding 
partners and do most of our bird- 
watching together. We each keep a life 
list, and Dave and I have 153 species 
each, in spite of the fact that he has 
seen some birds I have not, and vice 
versa. 

We also keep a combined life list, 
which totals 160 species, as well as a 
combined yearly list for our home state 
of Connecticut—for 1991, the total 
was 143 bird species. 

Whenever we visit a birding loca- 
tion, we keep a separate list for the 
birds we see there. The most produc- 
tive area for us has been Barkhamsted 
Reservoir in Connecticut. We have 
seen 69 species at the reservoir, which 
we visit quite frequently because it is 
near our home. 

So far, neither Dave nor I have trav- 
eled outside the United States. How- 
ever, we hope to someday and plan to 
compile a South American list or a 
European list of birds. 

Cathi Pelletier 

Waterbury, Connecticut 





[ Because this is a special bluebird 
issue that includes many articles 
about nest boxes, we would like 
you to tell us about your birdhouses. 
This month’s “Readers Forum” 
question is: 


How many nest boxes 
do you have and which 
species use them? 


Of course, we are interested in the 
number of young produced in your 
nest boxes and any interesting sto- 
ries you wish to share with fellow 
WildBird readers. 

Please send your responses to: 
WildBird “Readers’ Forum,” P.O. 
Box 6050, Mission Viejo, CA 
92690. 











Bird Lovers 


Discount Catalog 
Instructional - Educational 
Packed with useful information 


Springwood Bird Supply 
1575 North Queen St. 
York, PA 17402 
717-852-9324 


10% goes to create Wild Bird Habitat 
Seed + Feeders » Houses * Baths 





T-SHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS 


For ADULTS and CHILDREN 


FREE COLOR CATALOG 
: 1-800-525-3009 
Ridge Runner Naturals 
DEPT W_ 130N. MAIN ST, Wholesale 
WAYNESVILLE, NC 28786 Inquiries 


Welcome 





THE POKE BOAT’ 


IT’S MORE THAN A CANOE 
BUT WEIGHS ONLY 28 LBS! 


Remarkably 

stable, durable 
and easy to 
use. All for 

less than 


For a brochure 

} and information 
call Phoenix 
Products?® Inc. 
1-606-986-2336 

















: Three Wild Bird 
Solar Sipper Products In One ! 
First, it's the SOLAR SIPPER , the cold weather wild bird 
watering device. It uses the power of the winter sun as 
well as air insulation to extend the time water remains 
liquid in freezing temperatures. Second, by removing the 
solar top, it's a summer wild bird waterer. Third, again with 
the top off, it's a convenient all season tray feeder 
Approved by the National Audubon Society. ™ 

Solar Black... $19.95 " 
+ Mounting Bracket. ae $29. rd = 
$22.9! 





ipping 
MA residents add 5% sales lax. 
Allow 4-6 weeks del. 30 day- 
money-back guarantee. 





Happy Bird Corp. P.O. Box 86, Weston, MA 02193 (617)899-7804 
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Your Guide to 
Successful Fishkeeping 
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‘OUR ten YO WUCESNe FBP 
KEEPING SALTWATER 
ANGELFISH 

TREATING 

AQUARIUM DIBEASES: 


PROFESAIOWAL 
FISHKEEPING ADVICE 





AQUARIUM FISH MAGAZINE has the 
answers to your questions about 
equipment, water quality, nutrition, 
health, and more! 


Noted experts discuss everything you 
need to know: #¢ Learn how to use 
aquarium equipment and accessories 
effectively ¢ Increase your understand- 
ing of the biology of fish and inverte- 
brates ¢ Find out about different 
species ¢ Get tips on buying, breeding 
and caring for popular and exotic fish 
e Enjoy page after page of beautiful 
photographs « And much more! 


Easy to read and packed with informa- 
tion, AQUARIUM FISH MAGAZINE 
informs and entertains! You'll want to 
read—and save—every issue. And you 
can receive your Own copy every 
month if you subscribe now! 


Take advantage of these low Charter 
Subscription Rates: 


42 Monthly Issues Only $23.97 
Save $6.03 off the newsstand price. 


24 Monthly Issues Only $38.00 
Save $22.00 off the newsstand price. 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. You must be com- 
pletely satisfied with AQUARIUM FISH MAGA- 


ZINE or money for the balance of your subscrip- 
tion will be promptly refunded 
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Birder’s Quiz 





Grouse, Quail, Pheasants And Turkeys Of 


North America 


by JOHN PEPIN and JON FISHER 


hese ground-dwelling birds are 

members of the Phasianidae fam- 
ily, many of which are also known as 
“gamebirds.” Whether you live near 
woodlands, prairies, deserts, or alpine 
tundra, you will likely encounter at 
least one species from this wide-rang- 
ing family of birds. These compara- 
tively large birds are often seen when 
you go afield, but how much do you 
really know about grouse, quail, pheas- 
ants and turkeys? 


1. This species has the most extensive 
United States range. 

A. Ruffed Grouse 

B. Ring-necked Pheasant 

C. Wild Turkey 

D. Sharp-tailed Grouse 


2. Which species usually builds its 
nest on the ground? 

A. Greater Prairie Chicken 

B. Northern Bobwhite 

C. California Quail 

D. All of the above 


3. Gambel’s Quail and California Quail 
are similar-looking, but can be easily 
identified in most instances by which 
of the following? 

A. Shape of head plumes 

B. Range 

C. Call 

D. Tail length 


4. Which of the following species has 
not been adversely affected by intense 
grazing of vegetation by cattle? 

A. Sage Grouse 

B. Masked Bobwhite 

C. Montezuma Quail 

D. All of the above 


5. Female Blue and Sage grouse can be 
separated by what field marks in most 
areas where their ranges overlap? 

A. Color of upperparts 


Photo: Greater Prairie Chicken by George Levandowski 





B. Contrasting tail band 
C. Bill shape 
D. All of the above 


6. Which of the following is not con- 
sidered an eastern species? 

A. Sage Grouse 

B. White-tailed Ptarmigan 

C. Blue Grouse 

D. All of the above 


7. Elaborate courtship behavior is typi- 
cal of which species? 

A. Sage Grouse 

B. Lesser Prairie Chicken 

C. Rock Ptarmigan 

D. All of the above 


8. Which of the following species is 
not an introduced bird? 

A. Chukar 

B. Ring-necked Pheasant 

C. Blue Grouse 

D. Gray Partridge 


9. Which species has been most af- 
fected by humans? 

A. Sharp-tailed Grouse 

B. Heath Hen 

C. Gambel’s Quail 

D. Sage Grouse 


10. Which species gathers in large 
numbers on “leks,” or displaying sites, 
to acquire mates each year? 

A. Sharp-tailed Grouse 

B. Ruffed Grouse 

C. Blue Grouse 

D. Spruce Grouse 








Birder’s I.D. 





B irder’s I.D. provides an opportunity for you to test your bird identification skills. First, try to identify 
the pictured bird by memory—you may have observed this species before and remember its name. 
Next, consult your field guide for help. We have included a brief description of the bird below to help you 
in your identification and to provide some natural history insights. 

Once you think you have made a positive 1.D., check the identity of the bird—its name is inverted at 
the bottom of the page. Who knows, you may see this species on your next field trip, or it may show up 
in your neighborhood. Good luck! 





Photo: George Stewart 


E ach spring, a sharp, lively song is repeated from within the cattail-lined margins of marshes across 

the continent as masked males stake out their personal territories. Their calls ring out: Wichity-wichity- 
wichity-wichity-witch. A white line outlines the top of the black mask, and its bright yellow throat and breast 
distinguish this small olive-backed wetland warbler. The female and juveniles have a light olive-colored 
face and white eye ring, and lack the conspicuous black mask of the adult male. 

Although it is considered the most abundant and widespread warbler, this species is more often heard 

| than seen, as it prefers to stay in the cover of thick vegetation like cattails, reeds or bullrushes. Their 
behavior is warbler-like, with quick flitting movements, and sometimes they cock their tails in a wren-like 
manner. This species winters from the southern United States to Panama and some Caribbean islands. How 
are your spring warbler identification skills? 
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A Bird To Match The 
Mountain Sky 


Species Profile: Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides) 


Article and Photographs by ROBERT POLLOCK, Ph.D., and JEAN POLLOCK 



















e begin to look for Moun- 

tain Bluebirds (Sialia curru- 
coides) in early March. We have been 
watching the winter birds at our feed- 
ers since October, and can identify 
the regular visitors at a considerable 
distance by their characteristic sizes, 
shapes and behaviors. 

When we see a plump little bird on 
an exposed perch in the meadow near 
our home on a warm day in March, 
we know immediately what it is. The 
binoculars merely provide a closer 
look at the first Mountain Bluebird of 
spring. 





— 





The return of the bluebirds is one of 
the first convincing signs that spring is 
near. Mountain Bluebirds are early mi- 
grants; they have been reported as far 
north as Alberta and Saskatchewan in 
mid-March, and in Alaska a month 
later. 

They breed throughout western 
North America from the southernmost 
states to central Alaska. Many Moun- 
tain Bluebirds breed at high elevations, 
although some birds range into the 
western Great Plains and nest in Mani- 
toba, Saskatchewan, western North 
Dakota and other lowland areas. 

Mountain Bluebirds winter in the 
southwestern portion of the United 
States and northern Mexico, although 
a few hardy birds never venture farther 
south than British Columbia, Wash- 
ington and Montana. 

The blue of the male Mountain Blue- 
bird is a match for the blue of a moun- 
tain sky, and it seems to be one of the 
purest blues in the natural world. 

Although their range overlaps that 
of the Eastern and Western bluebirds, 
male Mountain Bluebirds are easily 
distinguished from the other two spe- 
cies. The male Mountain Bluebird has 
no orange color anywhere on its body. 
The male Eastern Bluebird, however, 
has an orange throat and beak, and the 
male Western Bluebird has an orange 
breast and upper back. 

Females are more difficult to distin- 
guish. Breast color is the best identify- 
ing characteristic—the female Moun- 
tain Bluebird has a grayish breast, while 
the breast of the females of the other 
two species is light orange. 

Male Mountain Bluebirds establish 
territories soon after they return to 
nesting areas in the spring. A typical 
territory is two to five acres and ordi- 
narily includes a mixture of open 
meadow and wooded habitat with sev- 
eral natural nest cavities or bluebird 
houses. 

Bluebird courtship includes sing- 
ing, displaying and ritualized feeding. 
Because bluebirds are cavity-nesters, 
most of their courtship is centered 
around a natural cavity or nest box. 

A mated pair defends their territory, 








Although they lack the beautiful 
plumage of males (left), female 
Mountain Bluebirds usually select 
the nest site and build the nest. 
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and their attention soon turns to se- 
lecting a nesting site—a cavity, or a 
nest box that simulates a cavity. The 
female makes the final decision on a 
nesting site from among those that the 
male shows her. 

Sometimes Mountain Bluebirds 
choose unusual nest sites. There have 
been reports of a nest in a freight car 
coupler, the grille ofan automobile, an 
abandoned chipmunk den, and a Cliff 
Swallow nest that was surrounded by 
active swallow nests. 

Some pairs like a room with a view; 
Mountain Bluebirds in Colorado were 
observed nesting for several consecu- 
tive years on a rock ledge’on the tree- 
less alpine tundra of Loveland Pass at 


an elevation of 12,000 feet. Another 
nest was found on Mount Lincoln 
13,000 feet above sea level. 
Mountain Bluebirds use whatever 
materials are available for nest build- 
ing, however, grass is usually preferred. 
Some nests contain feathers, strips of 
bark, pine needles and other local plant 
materials. The female does most of the 
nest building, but the male occasion- 
ally brings nesting material for her. 
The species sings a series of sweet, 
clear, gentle warbles, primarily at dawn. 
Our experience is that Mountain Blue- 
birds sing at dawn, and that you must 
be close to hear the warbling because it 
is a soft, subdued sound. We some- 
times hear notes of the song during the 





day—perhaps they should be desig- 
nated as calls. Also, both sexes give a 
short, sharp tchuk alarm call. 

Mountain Bluebirds lay four to six 
pale blue eggs, although there are re- 
ports of clutches that contained eight 
and nine eggs. Sometimes a second 
female lays one or more eggs in the nest 
of the resident pair, and that may be 
the explanation for larger clutches. 

One egg is usually laid early on con- 
secutive mornings until the clutch is 
complete; then incubation begins. The 
female does most of the incubating, 
and after 13 to 15 days, the eggs hatch. 

The nestlings remain in the cavity 
for about three weeks and are fed in- 
sects by their parents. We have seen 
the adults use several different tech- 
niques when they hunt in the open 
meadow for insects. A bird may perch 
on an exposed branch or fencepost 
and watch for insects on the ground, it 
may hover while it watches for insects, 
or it may snatch insects from the air 
like a flycatcher. 

The frequency of feeding varies de- 
pending on the age of the nestlings, 
and it has been reported that when 
feeding requirements are great and 
insects are abundant, the adults may 
feed nestlings as often as once every 
two and one-half minutes. 

Occasionally, an unmated female or 
a young bluebird from an earlier brood 
may help the pair feed their nestlings. 
Sometimes a “helper” of another spe- 
cies may join in, like a House Wren. 

Mountain Bluebirds havea variety of 
enemies including European Starlings, 
weasels, squirrels, raccoonsand snakes. 
Bluebirds cannot compete with star- 
lings for nest sites, and mammals and 
snakes enter nest cavities and eat eggs 
and nestlings. Even if an adult Moun- 
tain Chickadee, White-breasted Nut- 
hatch or other cavity-nesting bird lands 
nearby, the bluebirds immediately 
chase it away. 

Human population growth and ac- 
tivity affect bluebird populations. How- 
ever, we also provide bluebirds with 
nest boxes that thwart their non-hu- 
man enemies. In addition, we plant 
trees, shrubs and vines that bear win- 
ter food, and provide roosting boxes 
for protection against winter cold. 

Young Mountain Bluebirds usually 
fledge onacalm day, about three weeks 
after hatching. The young bluebirds 
fly a short distance to a nearby tree, 
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the frequency of feeding decreases as 
the fledglings become adept at finding 
their own food. After about three weeks, 
the fledglings usually feed themselves. 

At night the fledglings often perch 
close together on a branch, and it is a 
delight to watch a row of five little 
bluebirds watching you! The fledg- 
lings stay in the vicinity of their nest for 
the first few days, but as their flying 
ability improves, they wander farther 
afield. It is easy to distinguish the sexes 
of Mountain Bluebird fledglings be- 
cause the male has much more blue on 
its wings and tail. 


generally clutch size is smaller in these 
later nestlings. Many bluebird families 
stay together through the fall, and sev- 
eral families may flock together to form 
a loosely knit group. 

These flocks frequently wander to 
higher elevations, and we often see 
Mountain Bluebirds when we hike in 
the alpine tundra on a warm fall day. 
Eventually the storms of October drive 
Mountain Bluebirds to lower eleva- 
tions and to the south, and soon they 
are gone for another year. 

In winter, bluebirds feed primarily 
on small berries and seed. Bluebirds 
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st in natural cavities and nest 

keep warm during winter 
nights and cold winter snaps. Although 
nest boxes that are left out in the winter 
are sometimes used, the best bet is to 
put up a separate roosting box during 
the winter. 

During the long winter, we must 
endure months of snow, cold and wind 
before our meadow is once more graced 
with the sight and the 
sound of Moun- 
tain Bluebirds. 





Dr. Robert Pollock is a biologist, photographer 
and writer from Allenspark, Colorado, where he 


lives with his wife, Jean Pollock, who is a free- 
lance writer and photographer. 
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Weare located in the lush tropical 
tain forest, two hours northeast of 
San Jose, in a wonderland of clean 
rivers and streams, under a canopy of 
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500 SPECIES OF BIRDS can be 
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ested in bluebirds. 

The book contains 
valuable information 
about building and 
monitoring nest boxes 
and birdhouses, as well 
as establishing your 
own bluebird trail. The 
Stokes also offer tips on 
how to landscape your 
yard to better attract 
bluebirds. 

The Bluebird Book was 
published in 1991 by 
Little, Brown and Com- 
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Both Mountain Bluebird adults collect insects and feed the nestlings while they are in the nesting cavity (left) and 
after fledging (above). Nesting pairs may renest and raise two broods per year. 


and a new stage in their lives begins. 
The adults continue to feed them, but 
the frequency of feeding decreases as 
the fledglings become adept at finding 
their own food. After about three weeks, 
the fledglings usually feed themselves. 

At night the fledglings often perch 
close together on a branch, and it is a 
delight to watch a row of five little 
bluebirds watching you! The fledg- 
lings stay in the vicinity of their nest for 
the first few days, but as their flying 
ability improves, they wander farther 
afield. It is easy to distinguish the sexes 
of Mountain Bluebird fledglings be- 
cause the male has much more blue on 
its wings and tail. 


Many Mountain Bluebirds produce 
a second or even a third brood, and 
generally clutch size is smaller in these 
later nestlings. Many bluebird families 
stay together through the fall, and sev- 
eral families may flock together to form 
a loosely knit group. 

These flocks frequently wander to 
higher elevations, and we often see 
Mountain Bluebirds when we hike in 
the alpine tundra on a warm fall day. 
Eventually the storms of October drive 
Mountain Bluebirds to lower eleva- 
tions and to the south, and soon they 
are gone for another year. 

In winter, bluebirds feed primarily 
on small berries and seed. Bluebirds 


often roost in natural cavities and nest 
boxes to keep warm during winter 
nights and cold winter snaps. Although 
nest boxes that are left out in the winter 
are sometimes used, the best bet is to 
put up a separate roosting box during 
the winter. 

During the long winter, we must 
endure months of snow, cold and wind 
before our meadow is once more graced 
with the sight and the 
sound of Moun- 
tain Bluebirds. 

Dr. Robert Pollock is a biologist, photographer 
and writer from Allenspark, Colorado, where he 


lives with his wife, Jean Pollock, who is a free- 
lance writer and photographer. 
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pectacular, towering rock formations 

are the trademark of Zion National Park 

in southwest Utah. Viewing these ma- 

jestic peaks is a true delight, and visitors from 

around the country and overseas flock to this 

area each year. Among them are large numbers 

of birders, intent on adding to their life lists 

some of the more than 270 bird species that 
have been recorded there. 

You need only step inside Zion National Park 

to begin seeing Black-chinned and Broad-tailed 


hummingbirds and Rock Wrens. After passing 
the park’s entrance gate off Highway 9, look for 
Lazuli Buntings, Blue-gray Gnatcatchers and 
Yellow-rumped Warblers darting through the 
foliage. 

Covering more than 200 square miles, Zion 
National Park can be divided into three distinct 
areas—Zion Canyon in the south, the south- 
eastern section ascending along Highway 9 
toward Mt. Carmel Junction, and the Kolob 
region in the northwest. 


The spectacular 
scenery of the 
North Fork of the 
Virgin River 
Canyon attracts 
beautiful songbirds 
like the male 
Northern Oriole 
(Bullock’s race) to 
Utah’s Zion 
National Park. 
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Photo: Donald Jones 


The American Dipper may be encountered along the rivers and 
streams of Zion National Park. Dippers feed on insects and aquatic 
| insect larvae that they sometimes capture by walking under the 
water’s surface. 

















The Steller’s Jay is one of three “blue” jays you may see at Zion; the 
other species common to the area are Pinyon and Scrub jays. 
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Altitudes in the park range from 4000 feet 
above sea level in the south, to 6000 feet in the 
eastern portions and 8000 feet in the north- 
western area called the Kolob Terrace. The 
park’s environment includes desert, riparian, 
grassland and thickly wooded areas, which 
makes for some of the most gorgeous scenery 
imaginable. This creates a diversity of habitat to 
suit many types of birds and other wildlife. 


Zion Canyon 

The most popular area of the park for people 
and birds is Zion Canyon, which is drained by 
the North Fork of the Virgin River. Following 
closely along the river with its narrow border of 
cottonwoods, willows and ash trees, is a paved 
road that meanders for six scenic miles. The 
sloping canyon walls support pinyons and ju- 
nipers mixed with shrubs and oaks. Massive 
rocky peaks with picturesque names like the 
“Court of the Patriarchs” and the “Great White 
Throne” tower overhead. 

As you enter Zion National Park from the 
south via State Highway 9 through Springdale, 
Utah, look for Black-chinned and Broad-tailed 
hummingbirds. At the park’s entrance, turn 
into the South Campground or Watchman 
Campground. 

Chipping Sparrows can usually be heard 
singing in the adjacent mesquite and grassy 
areas and seen searching for food. During our 
last visit to Zion, my wife and I saw a pair of 
House Wrens busily building a nest in a tree 
cavity, almost oblivious to us watching only a 
few feet away, while a Hairy Woodpecker ex- 
plored the same tree simultaneously. 

Continue along the main road past the camp- 
grounds and a bridge and turn left into Zion 
Canyon. Birding all along the road is good, but 
parkingis limited. After about one mile you will 
come to the spectacular rock formation called 
the “Court of the Patriarchs.” Park here and 
walk down a short service road to the river to 
look for American Dippers. 

American Dippers are fascinating and per- 
manent residents in Zion National Park. Look 
for them along the Virgin River where it is 
shallow. They can often be seen sticking their 
heads under water in search of food and even 
walking under water, a behavior that distin- 
guishes this species. 

Farther along the canyon road is Zion Lodge 
with a restaurant and snack shop, and just past 
the lodge is Grotto Picnic Area with many large 
trees. In these trees we have seen Orange- 
crowned, Black-throated Gray, Virginia’s, Yel- 
low and Yellow-rumped warblers, as well as 
Lazuliand Indigo buntings, Plain Titmice, Scrub 
and Steller’s jays, Northern Flickers, and Hairy 
and Downy woodpeckers. 

In summer, Solitary Vireos and Blue-gray 





Gnatcatchers are also readily found there and 
in the trees along the paved road. Northern 
Orioles, Black-headed Grosbeaks and Cassin’s 
Finches are also known to nest in the canyon, 
along with Western Kingbirds, Ash-throated 
Flycatchers, Western Flycatchers and Hermit 
Thrushes. 

Continue north to the end of the paved road, 
where there are many large cottonwood and 
willow trees next to the river. A careful search 
in the shady areas and turbulent portions of the 
river will usually reveal a pair of American 
Dippers. Once we found a pair’s nest on a large 
rock in the middle of the rushing river. 

In the general area, you will likely see Black 
Phoebes, Yellow Warblers, Solitary Vireos and 
perhaps an Indigo Bunting. The lovely de- 
scending trill ofa Canyon Wren often resounds 
along the rocky slopes slightly to the south. 

Along the pinyon- and juniper-covered slopes 
youcan sometimes find a Townsend’s Solitaire, 
particularly in the fall or winter. In winter, 
Dark-eyed Juncos, bushtits, Pine Siskins, White- 
crowned Sparrows, Brown Creepers, nuthatches 
and chickadees are found throughout Zion, as 
well as Ruby-crowned Kinglets and Red-winged 
Blackbirds. 

Spotted Owls have been found in 23 loca- 
tions in Zion National Park. Listen for their calls 
in the evening in spring and summer, and keep 
an eye out when you pass through wooded 
canyons and cliffs. 


Southeastern Section 

Another route that divides off the main road 
through Zion Canyon is the Zion-Mt. Carmel 
Highway that veers east toward Mt. Carmel 
Junction. This highway will lead you to higher 
elevations filled with views of dramatic rocks, 
canyons and turnouts with magnificent over- 
looks of the valley below. Along this road look 
for Rufous-sided Towhees, Gambel’s Quail and 
Orange-crowned Warblers. 

The first mile of this road parallels Pine 
Creek. Park at the first abrupt turn and explore 
along the creek for Lazuli Buntings and Virginia’s 
Warblers. Higher up is a narrow tunnel about 
one mile long. During the busy summer season, 
traffic may be slow due to large motor homes 
and buses that may be traveling through the 
tunnel. 

In these higher areas, you may easily find 
Black-throated Gray and Virginia’s warblers, 
gnatcatchers and nuthatches, but the prize is 
Pinyon Jays. Watch for flocks of this gregarious 
Corvid flying among the pine forests. Dusky 
and Olive-sided flycatchers nest in the higher 
country and plateau areas. 

Ravens are plentiful, and on the arid, rocky 
slopes, look for Rock Wrens that are permanent 
residents. Usually you can find Mountain Blue- 














In addition to some rarer species, birders can expect to see many 
“common” western species, like the Black-billed Magpie. 
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Photo: Keith Szafranski 

















Bryce Canyon 
National Park 


Less than 50 miles northeast of Zion National Park is another beautiful 
area full of more picturesque rock formations and interesting bird spe- 
cies. Bryce Canyon National Park can be reached by driving east on 
Highway 9, then north on Highway 89 for 45 miles, then east on Highway 
12 










At Bryce Canyon National Park, you will have no trouble locating 
western specialties like a Clark’s Nutcracker; Pinyon, Steller’s and Scrub 
jays; Western and Mountain bluebirds, Mountain Chickadee, Green- 
tailed Towhee or the Oregon race of the Dark-eyed Junco. In addition, 
you may find Pygmy Nuthatches, Evening Grosbeaks, Northern Gos- 
hawks, Golden Eagles, Blue Grouse, Williamson’s Sapsuckers, Broad- 
tailed Hummingbirds and Western Tanagers among the varied birdlife in 
the area. 

It is amusing to watch chickadees and juncos rush to each new car as 
it arrives at the park to check the radiator and front end for freshly killed 
insects. However, park rangers ask visitors not to feed the birds. 

Bryce Canyon National Park is from 8000 to 9000 feet above sea level, 
so snow can pose a problem if you are traveling to the area in winter. 
Check with the park’s ranger station before you make your final plans. 
For more information, contact: 


















Bryce Canyon National Park 
Ranger Station 
Bryce Canyon, Utah 84717 
(801) 834-5322 











birds close to the road as you reach the high 
meadows a few miles east of the park. 

Zion National Park also encompasses desert 
areas below Springdale, including Huber Wash 
near Rockville. There you may find species 
such as Costa’s Hummingbirds, and Vesper, 
Song and Black-throated sparrows. 


The Kolob Area 


The northwestern part of Zion National Park 
is called the Kolob section. Because it is higher 
in elevation, extending up to 8000 feet where 
snowfall is common, the area is closed in the 
winter. To reach the paved five-mile-long Kolob 
Canyons Road from Zion Canyon, you must 
backtrack west to Interstate 15, then drive 
north to Exit 40, which will lead you to the 
Kolob Canyons Visitor Center. (It is a 40-mile 
trip from the south entrance of Zion National 
Park to this visitor center.) 

On the high plateau, Blue Grouse have been 
found, and two pairs of Peregrine Falcons have 
nested along the steep eroded cliffs of the 
finger canyons. Other raptors that may be 
encountered in the area include Prairie Fal- 





























cons, Cooper’s Hawks, American Kestrels and 
Red-tailed Hawks. White-throated Swifts are 
common in summer. 

Common Poorwills have been seen along 
the roads in the evenings, and Lazuli Buntings 
are commonly heard singing in spring and 
summer. Blue Grosbeaks, Rufous-sided Tow- 
hees, Lark Sparrows, Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, 
Brown Creepers, White-breasted Nuthatches, 
Mountain and Black-capped chickadees, and 
House, Rock and Canyon wrens are all found 
in the Kolob section. 

Another section of the Kolob region of Zion 
National Park is the Kolob Terrace. To reach 


The Blue Grouse (below) and Black-headed 
Grosbeak (right) are among the variety of 
birds that can be seen in the Kolob Canyons 
area of Zion National Park. 








this section of the park, turnnorth offHighway _ there, birding throughout this 
9 at the town of Virgin and take the Kolob _ rugged southwestern 


Terrace Road toward Lava Point. The birding _ park is truly a 


along the way will only be surpassed by the _— magnificent 
rugged scenery. experience. 


W hether you are lured by Zion Na- 
tional Park’s awesome rock forma- 


tions or by the variety of western birds found 





A, 


bh 





Additional Information 


Birding in Zion National Parkis especially good in spring 
and summer. However, the park has become so popular 
that in the summer, reservations may be necessary for 
lodging or camping. 

There are many miles of hiking trails throughout all of 
Zion National Park. Trails like Petrified Forest Trail, An- 
gels Landing Trail, Emerald Pools Trail and Weeping 
Rock Trail beckon visitors to walk their courses, and if you 
choose to explore them, you will see many species of 
wildlife and more gorgeous scenery. Always check with 
the rangers before trying the more arduous trails. 

The crowds thin out in the fall when the colorful foliage 
gives an added beauty to the autumn birdlife. Zion Canyon 
and Zion Lodge remain open throughout the winter be- 
cause there is very little snow in that area of the park, and 


the mild temperatures seldom fall below freezing. 
Regardless of what areas of Zion National Park you 
visit, remember to always travel with a friend and carry 
plenty of water and other supplies. The park is wonderful 
to visit, but it is even more enjoyable when done safely! 
For information about Zion National Park, contact: 


Zion Canyon Visitor Center 
Springdale, Utah 84767 
(801) 772-3256 


Zion Lodge Reservations 
(801) 586-7686 


Kolob Canyons Visitor Center 
(801) 586-9548 
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Gallivanting For Gallinules In Texas And Louisiana 


Article and Photograph by GREG R. HOMEL 


No American wetlands provide 
habitat for an exciting assortment 
of marsh-dwelling birds, but none are 
so incredibly colorful as the many- 
hued Purple Gallinule. You will, no 
doubt, be attracted to the vivid blue, 
green and purple tones of this bird’s 
plumage. 

The Purple Gallinule is a primarily 
neotropical member of the family 
Rallidae, which includes rails, gallinules 
and coots. It is resident in wetlands 
throughout the West Indies and tropi- 
cal American mainland to the tip of 
South America. This species’ northern 
range includes the marshes of the 
United States’ Gulf Coast and Florida. 

In light of the bird’s residency in 
Florida, it would seem logical to head 
there in your quest to observe Purple 
Gallinules. However, in a country as 
large as ours, this may be out of many 
people’s birding range. 

For some birders, there is reprieve. 
Two exceptional wildlife refuges on 
the Gulf Coast of Louisiana and Texas, 
provide birders with an opportunity to 
take in the sights and sounds of Purple 
Gallinules. 

In eastern Texas a trip to nationally 
renowned Anahuac National Wildlife 
Refuge, located on Galveston Bay near 
High Island, is considered by many 
Texas birders to be “the best birding 
spot in the coastal marshes of the up- 
per coast.” 

No wonder. Established in 1963, 
the refuge contains an unprecedented 
24,293 acres of coastal saltwater and 
freshwater marshes where many birds 
find ideal habitat. More than 250 bird 
species have been recorded at Anahuac. 

A series of raised gravel and dirt 
roads provide access through the ref- 
uge. For Purple Gallinules, which are 
common in spring and summer, you 
will want to head straight for Shoveler 
Pond. 

Shoveler Pondisa rail paradise where 
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Purple Gallinules and up to eight other 
rail species intermingle during spring. 
They include the Common Moorhen 
(formerly knownasa gallinule), Ameri- 
can Coot, Sora, along with King, Clap- 
per, Virginia, Yellow and Black rails. 

The pond’s mosaic of green cattails, 
open water and mudflats is ringed by 
Shoveler Road. By following this road 
and frequently stopping to scan the 
abundant birds before you, most of the 
waders of the Texas coast, including 
colorful Roseate Spoonbills, should be 
apparent. Gulls, terns, Fulvous Whis- 
tling Ducks, Least Bitterns and count- 
less shorebirds will keep you busy. But 
watch out! It is possible to become so 
distracted by the riot of interesting 
marshbirds at Shoveler Pond, that you 
may not notice the prize—Purple Gall- 
inules—or the alligators. 

Birders visiting Anahuac National 
Wildlife Refuge during the month of 
April may participate in a unique ex- 
perience—birding by “rail buggy.” The 
refuge conducts these unique tours for 
organized groups. During the tour, 
you sit in a buggy, which is pulled by 
a balloon-tired tractor that flushes out 
rails (including many Purple Gall- 
inules) as it goes. It is a great way of 
getting close-up views of these birds! If 
you would like to participate, contact 
Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge, Box 
278, Anahuac, Texas 77514; (713) 
267-3131. 

In southwestern Louisiana, south of 
Lake Charles, there is another excel- 
lent stomping (splashing) ground for 
gallivanting Gallinule enthusiasts. Sa- 
bine National Wildlife Refuge, encom- 
passing more than 120,000 acres, is 
even larger than Anahuac, but far less 
accessible. 

To reach the refuge headquarters, 
drive east from Lake Charles on Inter- 
state 10 and exit Highway 27 toward 
Hackberry and Holly Beach. About 10 
miles south of Interstate 10, you will 


arrive at the refuge headquarters. Stop 
for orientation, interesting displays, 
maps of the refuge, a bird checklist and 
general information. 

South of the refuge headquarters, 
you will pass through seven miles of 
marshland before you arrive at an el- 
evated boardwalk, which leads a few 
hundred feet into the marsh. En route, 
you should sight Great Blue and Tri- 
colored herons, Great and Snowy 
egrets, White and Glossy ibis, Roseate 
Spoonbills and many other interesting 
wading birds. 

Unfortunately, parking is limited. 
However, once at the boardwalk, you 
will have ample time to enjoy the sights. 
Mosquitoes are thick here during spring 
and summer, so be sure to bring insect 
repellent! 

During spring or summer, a walk 
along the boardwalk is an excellent 
way to find Purple Gallinules at Sabine 
National Wildlife Refuge. In fact, they 
often use it for shade. The birds show 
little fear and allow you to approach 
very close, so bring your camera gear! 
Also expect to see Mottled Ducks, 
Olivaceous Cormorants, Wood Storks, 
Common Moorhens, and Little Blue, 
Tricolored and Green-backed herons 
during your boardwalk stroll. 

The remainder of Sabine National 
Wildlife Refuge is accessible only by 
boat or canoe. If you have a watercraft, 
you will be in for a unique aquatic 
wilderness adventure in which you 
will see numerous Purple Gallinules 
and other marshbirds. Keep a sharp 
lookout for alligators in Sabine Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge’s marshy glades! 

Viewing Purple Gallinules behavior 
in their marshy Gulf Coast habitat is a 
thrill. Furthermore, the presence of 
spectacular birds like Roseate Spoon- 
bills, and alligators, adds a touch of 
excitement when you go gallivanting 
for Purple Gallinules at Anahuac and 
Sabine National Wildlife Refuges. 











Undeniably the most beautifu 
member of the rail family, the 
Purple Gallinule is a treasured 
addition to any day afield. 





Building A 
Natural-Looking 
Bluebird Nest 


How To Construct A 
Nesting Cavity 
That Looks Like 
Nature's Own Creation 


Article and Photographs by 
BOBBY HARRISON 


find bluebirds to be delightful and 

intriguing photographic subjects. I 

have found that to get close-up, qual- 
ity bluebird photographs, your best bet is 
to photograph at a nest box. Not only are 
bluebirds accustomed to nesting in man- 
made nest boxes, but they are also easily 
approached and tolerant of people. 

One day, while photographing a male 
Eastern Bluebird at a nest box, I recalled a 
natural bluebird nesting cavity I found 
years ago. Instead of a man-made nest box, 
I wished I could find another tree cavity 
where I could photograph bluebirds. 
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Then I thought, why not make 
a bluebird nest box that looks 
like a natural tree cavity? That is 
when | decided to build a natural 
nest box. 


Construction 


To build my natural nest box, 
1 found a hollow log about 18 
inches long and about eight 
inches in diameter. Usually you 
can find an appropriate log at a 
local fire-wood distributor’s lot. 
If available, choose a log with a 
natural entrance hole to the 
cavity. 

Luse many natural nest boxes 
on my bluebird trail. Whenever 
possible, I select a log with a 
natural hole that can be used as 
an entrance. Such a log lends 
authenticity to the nest box. 

The only problem with a natu- 
ral entrance hole is that it may be 
large enough for starlings to en- 
ter. If this is the case, it may be 
better to use a solid log and drill a 
l'h-inch-diameter entrance hole for 
Eastern Bluebirds or a 1°/16-inch-di- 
ameter hole for Western and Moun- 
tain bluebirds. 

Another option is to attach a baffle 


It may be necessary to expand the 
size of a natural cavity for optimum 
bluebird use. Building a natural- 
looking nesting cavity for photogra- 
phy may be more rewarding for 
some bluebird photographers. 





on the inside of the cavity en- 
trance that restricts larger birds 
from entering it. This can be done 
by nailing a thin piece of scrap 
wood with an appropriate-sized 
hole drilled in it over the inside 
of the cavity entrance. 

If necessary, you may need to 
enlarge the interior of the hollow 
cavity. Or if you cannot find a 
suitable hollow log, you can hol- 
low out a solid log to make a 
natural-looking nest box. 

First, cut an access door in the 
log. An access door is not only 
necessary for enlarging or creat- 
ing the cavity, but also for clean- 
ing the nest box at the end of the 
nesting season. Although cavity 
excavation and maintenance is 
possible if you install a remov- 
able top, I find that a rear access 
door is easier to use and it gives 
you more room to work on en- 
larging the cavity. 

The access door can be made 
by cutting out the back one-third of 
the cavity with a power saw. The ac- 
cess door should measure approxi- 
mately eight inches from top to bottom 
and about one-third of the log’s cir- 
cumference. 
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Use a hammer and 
chisel to enlarge the 
cavity to a size ap- 
proximately eight 
inches high and five 
inches in diameter. 
After hollowing out 
the interior, affix the 
access door back into 
position. 

For easy access, 
you may want to in- 
stall the door on a 
hinge. However, if 
you have predator 
problems use two 
screws to attach the 
access door. To re- 
move the door, sim- 
ply remove the two screws. 

Your natural nest box will need a 
bottom to support a nest and a top to 
keep out rain and predators. Use a 
piece of cardboard to make a template 
of your hollow cavity and use it as a 
pattern to cut a bottom from a three- 
quarter-inch wooden board. The bot- 
tom should be nailed or screwed into 
place about five and one-half inches 
from the bottom of the entrance hole. 

The top of the log should be cut with 
a forward-slanting angle and topped 
with a roof of treated lumber of suffi- 
cient size to completely cover the top 
of the nest box. Rain will run off the 
slanted top. 

To increase the chances of a natural 
nest box being used, place it in a loca- 
tion where a conventional nest box 
that has been occupied during previ- 
ous nesting seasons. If you have a full- 
sized log measuring six to eight feet 
long, you can install it like you would 
a regular fencepost. 

That is, dig a two- or three-foot deep 
hole in the ground, insert the bottom 
of the log, and firmly tamp dirt in 
around the log to make it stand up- 
right. If you only have a part of a log— 
a two- or three-foot length with the 
cavity nest box, for instance— you can 
mount it on a metal or wooden pole in 
an appropriate location. 

Perhaps the most important element 
ofallis the need to predator proof your 
natural cavity. A natural log provides 
an easy surface for nest predators to 
climb, so you must take precautions to 
eliminate their access to the nest. Puta 
wide metal “skirt” or baffle around the 
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A hinged rear access door is helpful 
for cleaning old nests out of the nest 
box and checking it for nesting 
activity and success rates. 





nesting log or pole to keep raccoons, 
snakes, pine martens and other preda- 
tors from gaining access to the cavity. 

Once bluebirds take up residence, 
wait until they have completed build- 
ing their nest, laid a full clutch of eggs 
and have initiated incubation before 
you attempt any photography. Blue- 
birds usually build their nest in about 
five days and lay one egg per day until 
their clutch of three to six eggs is 
complete. After the last egg is laid, 
incubation begins and usually lasts 
from 12 to 15 days. 

After the eggs hatch is when the real 
activity at a nest box begins. The adults 
will make many trips to and from the 
nest cavity tending their young. This 
period will present the best opportuni- 
ties to photograph the adult birds. 


Photography 

Now for the payoff. To use your 
natural nest box for photography, you 
will need some basic bird photogra- 
phy equipment: a camera with a tele- 
photo lens and a blind. 

I suggest using a 400mm lens to get 
frame-filling bluebird photographs at 
a distance of about 10 feet, the mini- 
mum focal distance of most 400mm 
lenses. Of course, you can use a shorter 
telephoto or zoom lens. 

A blind is necessary to photograph 
adult bluebirds at close range. You can 
use a preconstructed blind, or natural 





vegetation to conceal 
you. If the nest box 
you choose to photo- 
graph is close to the 
road, you can even 
use your automobile 
as a blind. 

To gradually accus- 
tom the birds to your 
blind, start by plac- 
ing your blind about 
30 feet from the nest 
box. Overa three-day 
period, gradually 
move the blind to- 
ward the nest box, a 
few feetatatime. This 
slow approach allows 
the adult birds to ad- 
just to a new structure near their nest 
with a minimum of disturbance. 

Be sure to position your blind where 
you can take advantage of morning or 
late afternoon light. During these peri- 
ods, the sun is at a 45-degree angle to 
the earth because the light at these 
times produces the richest colors. There 
is also more activity at the nest during 
the morning and late afternoon hours. 

In addition to photographing the 
birds at their nest box, you can place 
natural-looking perches from five to 
seven feet above the ground and eight 
to 10 feet from the nest box. The adult 
bluebirds often land at a perch before 
they fly to the nest box. 

Bluebirds are fairly predictable and 
tolerant of people, which makes them 
easy to photograph. But do not abuse 
their trust! 

If at any time, a bird shows any 
stress, stop your photographic pur- 
suits. Be responsible for your actions 
and the impact you may have on the 
successful rearing of the brood of nest- 
lings. Successful nesting and fledging 
of bluebirds are far greater rewards 
than any photograph. 

Natural-looking nest boxes are fun 
to buildand they provide suitable nest- 
ing sites for bluebirds whether they are 
Eastern, Mountain or Western species. 
In addition, they provide you with an 
opportunity to photograph Gr, f 
these birds atanatural- a 
looking nesting site. = i. 





Bobby Harrison teaches photography and de- 
sign at Oakwood College in Huntsville, Ala- 


bama. He is a professional wildlife photographer 
and operates SouthWing Photo Workshops. 











The Piwi Ranks Among The Most Beautiful Of Hawaiian Birds 


he brilliant scarlet-feathered 

Tiwi, with its black wings and 

tail, orange legs, and long, 
down-curved orange bill is definitely 
one of the most beautiful Hawaiian 
birds. In fact, it rivals the most beauti- 
ful birds in the world. 

The Tiwi is a member of the Hawai- 
ian honeycreeper family (Drepanidi- 
nae), which is found exclusively on the 
Hawaiian islands. This family is com- 
prised of 49 different species, each 
with its own specialized bill form and 
coloration. 

The Viwi sips nectar from the blos- 
soms of native ohia trees, as well as 
from blossoms of other native plants. 
Nesting high in the top of the forest 
canopy in nests built with sticks and 
leaves and lined with moss, the Tiwi 
adults feed their two or three nestlings 
insects that they glean from leaves on 
nearby trees. 

The staccato whir of wings and the 
“rusty hinge” call notes of the Tiwi 
were once common on all the larger 
Hawaiian islands. Now these sounds 
can only be heard in the highest 
montain rainforests where A Ga, he 
their preferred habitat ak 
remains intact. s = 


Jack Jeffrey is a wildlife biologist with the U.S. 


Fish and Wildlife Service in Hilo, Hawaii. 








The Tiwi is a small but strikingly 
colorful bird that is found only on 
a few Hawaiian Islands. Its down- 
curved bill is specialized for 
feeding on flower nectar, but is 
also used to capture small insects. 
Because it is small and prefers to 
feed in the tops of flowering trees, 
the Piwi is hard to photograph. 
Few high-quality photos exist of 
this impressive bird. 








All Things New And Necessary 








Maruri USA 
Songbirds Of Beauty Collection 

Maruri USA presents Songbirds 
Of Beauty, acollection of eight North 
American Songbird figurines, each 
accented with its own floral display. 
Hand-painted and originally de- 
signed, each figurine captures the 
brilliant color and detail of nature’s 
beautiful songsters in fine porcelain 
and bronze. 

Each songbird comes with a 
wooden base and certificate of au- 
thenticity. These figurines are priced 
from $85 to $145 and range from 
5'/2 to 7'/2inches tall. Pictured is the 
5%/4-inch tall “Bluebird with Apple 
Blossom” (#SB-9105), which has a 
suggested retail price of $85. Con- 
tact: Maruri USA, 7541 Woodman 
PI., Dept. WB, Van Nuys, CA 91405; 
(818) 780-0704 or (800) 5-MARURI. 











Audubon 
Workshop 
All Weather Bath 

Audubon Work- 
shop’s All Weather 
Bath is built for out- 
door use during all 
seasons. Each bird- 
bath is handcast in 
such a way that 
marble is bonded with 
resins, a process that 
adds strength to the 
bath. 

This All Weather Bath is extremely durable and ideal for the heat of summer as well 
as the cold of winter. The color is a result of the process that ensures durability of the 
finish. An opening from the lower inside of the bath to the upper outside edge is for a 
heater (not included) to be installed with the cord neatly channelled out of the way. 

The large All Weather Bath (#4180) is 31x33x6 inches deep in the center, andthe 
suggested retail price is $299.00. The small All Weather Bath (#4181) is 22x24x41/2 
inches deep, and has a suggested retail price of $179.00. Contact: Audubon Work- 
shop, 1501 Paddock Dr., Dept. WB, Northbrook, IL 60062; (800) 325-9464. 





The Blue Barn Studio 

Bluebird Hill And Other Poems 

E. Diane Whitacre, owner of The Blue 
Barn Studio, has written, illustrated and 
published the book Bluebird Hill And 
Other Poems. These poems celebrate 
the return of the bluebird in rhyme, blank 
verse and haiku. Each is based on an 
aspect of bluebird life and is reflective of 
a long life of memories and observation. 

This collection is available in a limited 
edition of 300 copies to be signed and 
numbered by the artist. This 42-page 
book measures 5'/2 by 8'/2 and is printed 
on heavy stock with printed pencil illus- 
trations hand watercolored by the au- 
thor. This is a private printing not avail- 
able anywhere else. 

The price is $17.95, plus $2.50 ship- 
ping and handling. Contact: E. Diane 
Whitacre, The Blue Barn Studio, 524 E. 
Washington St., Dept. WB, Median, OH 
44256; (216) 725-5073. 





BLUEBIRD HILL 
and 


Other Poems 
by 
e. diane whitacre 

















Great Lakes Trading Post 
Audubon Society’s VideoGuide To 
Birds Of North America 

Great Lakes Trading Post is offering the Audubon Society’s VideoGuide 
To Birds Of North America, a five-video set that features more than 500 
species of birds. This video set is designed for both beginners and advanced 
birders. 

Each bird is filmed in full color in its natural habitat, and its song is 
included to further enhance birders’ field identification skills. A range map 























shows the birds’ summer and winter ranges and migration routes. 

The price for each video is $30 or $125 for the entire set of five. These 
prices include shipping and handling. Michigan residents include four 
percent sales tax. For further information or a catalog that describes the 
































content and length of each tape, contact: Great Lakes Trading Post, 8870 
West Bayshore Dr., Dept. WB, Traverse City, Ml 49684. Telephone the 
ordering line anytime: (800) 526-9507 (to place orders only, please). Tell 








them you read about the VideoGuide in WildBird magazine. 
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A: first look, the Wattled Plover 
appears to be a rather strange- 
looking bird that could be 14 inches 
tall or tower four feet above other 
wetland inhabitants. Actually, itstands 
about 18 inches high on its long legs. 

Wattled Plovers are found along the 
borders of wetlands including marshes, 
lakes and rivers throughout an exten- 
sive range in Africa south of the Sahara 
Desert. They are usually encountered 


Wattled Plover 


singly, in pairs or in small flocks, and 
may be seen in the company of other 
plovers like Crowned, Blacksmith and 
Long-toed plovers. The African wet- 
lands that Wattled Plovers inhabit also 
support a spectacular variety of tropi- 
cal birdlife, including cranes, storks, 
flamingos, herons, egrets, ibis, spoon- 
bills, ducks, geese, jacanas, sandpip- 
ers, kingfishers and African Fish Eagles. 

Wattled Plovers feed on small in- 





sects, aquatic insect larvae and some 
seeds, which they glean from shallow 
water and the vegetation of bordering 
uplands.They have a shrill peeping 
call, and sometimes can be heard call- 
ing at night. 

The Wattled Plover is one of ap- 
proximately 65 species of plovers found 
world-wide, which belong to the fam- 
ily Charadridae. Which American plo- 
vers have you seen lately? 
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Maruri USA presents Son¢ 
Of Beauty, acollection of eight! 
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Audubon 
Workshop 
All Weather Bath 

Audubon Work- 
shop’s All Weather 
Bath is built for out- 
door use during all 
seasons. Each bird- 
bath is handcast in 
such a way that 
marble is bonded with 
resins, a process that 
adds strength to the 
bath. 

This All Weather Bath is exi 
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To Birds Of North America, a five-video set that features more than 500 
species of birds. This video set is designed for both beginners and advanced 
birders. 

Each bird is filmed in full color in its natural habitat, and its song is 
included to further enhance birders’ field identification skills. A range map 
shows the birds’ summer and winter ranges and migration routes. 

The price for each video is $30 or $125 for the entire set of five. These 
prices include shipping and handling. Michigan residents include four 
percent sales tax. For further information or a catalog that describes the 
content and length of each tape, contact: Great Lakes Trading Post, 8870 
West Bayshore Dr., Dept. WB, Traverse City, Ml 49684. Telephone the 
ordering line anytime: (800) 526-9507 (to place orders only, please). Tell 
them you read about the VideoGuide in WildBird magazine. 
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Photo: Paul M. Konrad 


Birding Abroad 





irding Abroad is a new WildBird 

department developed to intro- 
duce our readers to birds from foreign 
lands. Everyone dreams of the oppor- 
tunity to observe exotic birds in their 
natural habitats. In an effort to bring 
these faraway birds closer to you, 


A. first look, the Wattled Plover 
appears to be a rather strange- 
looking bird that could be 14 inches 
tall or tower four feet above other 
wetland inhabitants. Actually, it stands 
about 18 inches high on its long legs. 

Wattled Plovers are found along the 
borders of wetlands including marshes, 
lakes and rivers throughout an exten- 
sive range in Africa south of the Sahara 
Desert. They are usually encountered 


“Birding Abroad” has been designed to 
provide some insights into different 
birds each month. 

Some of the species will be similar to 
birds found in North America. Others 
will be completely different, repre- 
senting tropical families not found in 


Wattled Plover 


singly, in pairs or in small flocks, and 
may be seen in the company of other 
plovers like Crowned, Blacksmith and 
Long-toed plovers. The African wet- 
lands that Wattled Plovers inhabit also 
support a spectacular variety of tropi- 
cal birdlife, including cranes, storks, 
flamingos, herons, egrets, ibis, spoon- 
bills, ducks, geese, jacanas, sandpip- 
ers, kingfishers and African Fish Eagles. 

Wattled Plovers feed on small in- 


our northern latitudes, or families 
unique to another land. 

With each species pictured you will 
find a short description that will offer 
some new information for your birding 
notes. We hope you enjoy WildBird’s 
“Birding Abroad.” 





sects, aquatic insect larvae and some 
seeds, which they glean from shallow 
water and the vegetation of bordering 
uplands.They have a shrill peeping 
call, and sometimes can be heard call- 
ing at night. 

The Wattled Plover is one of ap- 
proximately 65 species of plovers found 
world-wide, which belong to the fam- 
ily Charadridae. Which American plo- 
vers have you seen lately? 
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The Canadian Arctic 
includes vast stretches of 
tundra where vegetation is 
stunted by harsh winters 
and almost desert-like 
aridity. But during the brief 
summer, scores of birds 
migrate north to this remote 
region to nest. 


he arctic tundra runs from 
treeline to the North Pole, is 
mostly contained above the 
Arctic Circle, and has been said to have 
“11 months of winter and one month 
of tough sledding.” This vast, open 
area is only rarely interrupted by trees 


and these are stunted by the lack of 


moisture and the harsh winters that 


can last nine months or longer. 
Surprisingly, this land, which is at 
the bleak end of the environmental 
scale, supports an unexpectedly large 
number of birds that migrate north by 
the millions to nest each summer. Few 
birds—namely the Snowy Owl, Gyr- 
falcon, Common Raven and Rock and 
Willow ptarmigan—remain in the arc- 
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Birdlife Blooms Where Winter Rarely Releases Its Icy Grip 


Article by KARL MASLOWSKI 


Photographs by KARL and STEVEN MASLOWSKI 


Laila inane ay gh 


tic tundra year-round. 

From an aerial view, the land looks 
flat and contains countless lakes and 
streams that drain into the Arctic Sea. 
Gorges fashioned by rivers and geo- 
logic faults provide ridges and cliffs 
thatadd texture to the landscape. Given 
the sheer scale of the area, it is hard to 
dispute the name “barren grounds.” 


6%, 


Afoot, the tundra is quite variable— 
not flat at all. My son Steven and | 
trampled over tough miles of stony 
rubble, across easy-walking sandy soil 
and through soggy areas, which felt as 
if we were walking on saturated 
sponges. Despite the difficulty of the 
terrain, we were delighted by the col- 
orful scattering of wildflowers that 


This male Red Phalarope was 
courted by a larger and more 
brightly colored female. After 
he built the nest, she laid a 
clutch of four eggs, then left 
him to incubate the eggs and 
raise the young. Thus, the 
normal sex roles are reversed 
for phalaropes. 








This Peregrine eyrie was located 50 feet high on a cliff ledge on 


+ 


Ford 


Mis hig NW 


Island in Bathurst Inlet. The female was so confiding we could sit in the 
open within 20 feet and photograph her as she brooded or fed her 
young. When temperatures reached the 80s during some afternoons, the 
young tried to squeeze into shady nooks or under an adult’s shadow. 
Hunting was good for the adults, and all five young falcons fledged. 
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appeared to be strewn everywhere. 

The landscape is animated by a vari- 
ety of mammals such as barren ground 
caribou, musk ox, arctic wolves, bar- 
ren ground grizzly bears and arctic 
ground squirrels. Each summer, how- 
ever, it is the varied and abundant 
birdlife that takes center stage. 

On the treeless plain, birds are gen- 
erally quite visible. In addition to the 
clear view, some birds are also very 
vocal during the nesting season, which 
makes finding the nests of a variety of 
species not difficult at all. If you sit 
quietly on a slight elevation and watch 
as the birds in an area go about their 
activities, species such as Snowy Owls, 
Snow Buntings and Red Phalaropes, 
will lead you to their nesting sites. 

Other birds simply give their nesting 
sites away by vocally protesting your 
presence when you wander into their 
nesting territories. Peregrine Falcons, 
Rough-legged Hawks, Common 
Ravens and Arctic Terns will vocally let 
you know when you are getting close 
to their nests. 

A portable blind is a standard part of 
the gear needed to photograph arctic 

















































birds. After finding a nest and setting 
up the blind, most birds ignored the 
inanimate structure in short order. 

Every time we brought our camera 
to our eye, foremost in our minds was 
the safety and well-being of the birds. 
If particular birds appeared wary and 
reluctant to return to their nest, we 
simply moved on to a more coopera- 
tive subject. Disturbing wildlife is un- 
necessary here. 

My son Steve and I were amazed at 
how some species were remarkably 
confiding. For instance, we cautiously 
installed a blind well away froma Red- 
throated Loon nest and gradually 
moved it into camera range during the 
next few days. 

All of our stealthy advancement 
proved to be unnecessary, however. 
Steve was able to close in to within 
arm’s reach of the loon, and the bird 
remained calmly on the nest, incubat- 
ing her pair of eggs. Other trusting 
birds included Black-bellied Plovers 
and Snow Buntings. 

Another challenge a wildlife pho- 
tographer must face and overcome is 
the weather. I have experienced the 











We found that both sexes of 
Black-bellied Plovers incubated 
the eggs and cared for the young, 
but the male was more diligent, 
especially during incubation. 
The chicks, like many arctic 
nestlings, have a down pattern 
that makes them almost vanish 
against the mosaic of the tundra. 
Within a few hours of hatching, 
the precocial young leave the 
nest with the adults. 
















Snow Buntings conceal their nests 
in cavities such as the crevices 
among boulders or along undercut 
stream banks. Few insects escape 
the keen eye of adult buntings that 
can capture a beakful in just a few 
minutes. 
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two extremes of the arctic weather 
spectrum—a snowstorm in July on 
Victoria Island and a sweltering 85- 
degree June day at Bathurst Inlet. On 
that particularly sunny day, | panted 
along with a couple of Peregrine Fal- 
con nestlings at their eyrie ledge. 

Fortunately, harsh overhead light is 
not a concern because the sun stays 
well below zenith during the long arc- 
tic summer days, which is a definite 
advantage for photo work. The long 
summer days that may last 23 hours 
are also a boon. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my visit to the 
Arctic, which was centered around the 
Bathurst Inlet area, with excursions to 
various locales such as Coats Island, 
Chantry Inlet and Baker and Great 
Bear lakes. The main purpose of our 
visit was to photograph wildlife, which 
is diverse and abundant on the tundra. 


The birds certainly make 
the “barren grounds” rN , 
Karl Maslowski is a professional nature photog- 


of the Arctic 
come alive. 
rapher, writer and lecturer. He operates 





Maslowski Wildlife Productions in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, with his sons, Steven and David. 





Female Oldsquaws hide their 
nests in low vegetation or 
among rocks, usually close to a 
tundra pond or lake. When we 
discovered this Oldsquaw 
family on a small pond, the hen 
showed little fear of us and 
paraded her downy ducklings by 
us for at least a half hour. 
Many times she stepped ashore 
and brooded the young for 
several minutes. 











h 


Red-throated Loons nest along the shoreline of lakes because the birds 
are awkward on land. This nest, discovered by an Inuit boy, was 
located within inches of a small pond. The incubating loon proved very 
confiding and allowed us to photograph it without concealment. We 
could slowly approach to within easy camera range without disturbing 
her from her nest. 
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Snowy Owls are one of the most 
spectacular birds of prey found in 
the arctic tundra. These owls 
hunt throughout the daylight 
period, which may last 23 hours 
a day during the nesting season, 
to find enough food for their 
growing brood. 


The Maddening 
Crowd 


In vast areas of the Arctic, you 
may be the only person in the sur- 
rounding 100 square miles. One day 
while filming Tundra Swans, my 
companion and guide was Henry, 
an Inuit from Bathurst Inlet. There 
was no sign or sound of civilization 
all day. Then, far out on the bay, a 
canoe with two people paddling north 
came into view. When Henry saw 
the canoe, he somberly commented, 
“Arctic getting too crowded.” — K.M. 


The Buff-bellied Sandpiper is rarely 
seen on its Arctic nesting grounds or 
during spring and fall migrations 
through the Great Plains. 
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A Future Ornithologist Studies Hummingbirds For 


Her School Science Project 


ummingbirds are very small, 

and they are very fast fliers. 

The hummingbirds that live 

in my home state of Illinois are Ruby- 
throated Hummingbirds. Humming- 
birds need to eat a lot of food each day. 
They feed on nectar from flowers, 
mainly red flowers. They have learned 


HUMMINGBIRDS 


=f 
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that red flowers have more nectar. 
People buy or make feeders, which are 
usually red, for hummingbirds. They 
fill the feeders witha nectar recipe. The 
feeders attract hummingbirds to gar- 
dens and yards where people enjoy 
watching them all summer. 

The purpose of my experiment was 





to see which color of feeder—blue, 
green, yellow or red—hummingbirds 
drink from most often. The humming- 
bird feeders were made by my dad 
from four different colored spray paint 
can caps. A clear suction cup was at- 
tached to each cap. (See the accompa- 
nying story written by my dad about 








Rachel maintained and monitored 
four different colored feeders during 
her experiment to test which color 
hummingbirds preferred. 


how to make this type of feeder.) 

I attached the four different colored 
feeders on side by side windows and 
filled them with hummingbird nectar. 
The nectar recipe I used was one part 
sugar to four parts water. Before I 
began my experiment, I left the cups 
on the windows and kept them filled 
for four days so the hummingbirds 
would begin using them and get used 
to coming to the windows. 

On the first evening, my dad rear- 
ranged the cups, and | began the ex- 
periment. I counted the number of 
drinks the hummingbirds took from 
the feeders for 10 minutes. Every time 
a hummingbird took a drink of sugar 
water from a cup, I marked with a 
pencil under the matching colored 
circle on my paper. However, if the 
same bird drank several times at the 
same feeder during one visit without 
flying away, I counted it as only one 
drink. 

A few times, there were so many 
hummingbirds flying around that it 
was hard to keep track of each one and 
count the drinks, but my dad helped 
me when this happened. At the end of 
10 minutes, an oven timer would ding, 
and I would stop counting. My dad 
then rearranged the cups, and I counted 
for another 10 minutes. 

I did four different color arrange- 
ments each night for six evenings to 
test all of the possible arrangements, 
except for mirror images. This was 
done to see if the hummingbirds were 
coming to acertain colored feeder or to 
a certain feeder location or window. 

I tried to do the counts at the same 
time each evening. I kept the cups 
filled with sugar water throughout the 
experiment. After the sixth evening, I 
added the number of drinks for each 
colored feeder. 

The hummingbirds came to the red 
feeder and drank from it most often— 
171 times. They took 128 drinks from 
the yellow feeder, while they drank 
from the blue and green feeders 89 


Pictured at her science fair booth 
(left), Rachel Mahan poses with her 
project display and awards. 
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Photo: Ruby-throated Hummingbird by Tom Cawley 










Hummingbird Sugar Water 


Mix one part sugar with four parts 
water. Boil this mixture for one to two 
minutes and let it cool before filling 


your hummingbird feeder. 


1 part sugar : 4 parts water 


times each. I think my experiment 
showed that hummingbirds like the 
color red best. I expected this because 
they like red flowers in our yard and in 
the past, have fed at red feeders that we 
had bought at a store. 

lalso expected the hummingbirds to 
like the yellow feeder because there are 
a lot of yellow flowers. I have also seen 
hummingbirds visit them in our yard. 
Yellow is also close to red in the rain- 
bow, which means it is similar to red, 
so hummingbirds would naturally be 
attracted to it. 





The purpose of my 
experiment was to see 
which color of feeder 
hummingbirds drink 

from most often 





I did not expect the hummingbirds 
to drink from the blue and green feed- 
ers very much because there are not as 
many blue flowers and even fewer 
green flowers in nature. These two 
colors are less like red and are farther 
away from it in the rainbow. 

The hummingbirds drank from the 
blue and the green feeders more than I 
expected though. I think this hap- 
pened when another hummingbird or 
a wasp was already at the feeder the 
second bird wanted. The second bird 
would then go to a different colored 
feeder and discover that there was 
sugar water in that feeder, too. Some- 
times a hummingbird would even chase 
another bird away from the feeder it 
wanted. So, the hummingbirds learned 
to use the blue and green feeders. 

Overall, my experiment showed that 


red the best. 


hummingbirds do seem , {| 
to like the color hess ak 


Rachel Mahan attends second grade at Red 
Bud Elementary School in Red Bud, Illinois. She 
did this experiment while in the first grade for her 


1991 science fair project. She won an “Outstand- 
ing” award both at her local school fair and at the 
regional science fair. 
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A very effective, cheap humming- 
bird feeder can be made quickly from 
items purchased at any hardware store 
and with the use of common house- 
hold tools. The feeder can be mounted 
on any window and will provide an 
excellent opportunity to closely view 
and photograph hummingbirds. 

You will need the following materi- 
als and tools to construct the feeder: 


Materials 

1 red plastic spray paint can cap 

1 6x'/-inch sheet metal screw (with 
approximately '/4-inch diameter 
head) 

1 clear plastic suction cup (approxi- 
mately 1'/2 inch in diameter) with a 
metal hook 

Tools 
1 punch awl or nail 
2 pliers 
1 screwdriver 


The total cost to make this feeder is 
45¢. The last time | purchased mate- 
rials to make a feeder, the suction cup 
cost 39¢ and the screw 3¢. | was lucky 
enough to find a cap in the trash, so 
the total cost for the feeder, including 
tax, was a budget-busting 45¢! 

If a red spray paint can cap cannot 
be found in the trash or around the 
house, you will find that most hard- 
ware stores sell cans of spray paint 
fairly cheap. Caps from other spray 
can products—Gillette Foamy shav- 
ing cream and Pam vegetable spray— 
will also work. | would not use any 
caps from spray pesticides or certain 
types of petroleum-based spray prod- 
ucts, however. 

The clear plastic suction cup with a 
hookis the type that can be purchased 
to hang “sun-catchers’” in your window. 
The suction cups come in different 
sizes, and although | have used the 
smaller type, | like the ones that are 
one and one-half to two inches in 

































































































































How To Make A Hummingbird Feeder 
Cheaply, Easily and Quickly 















diameter to securely hold the feeder 
onto the window. 









Construction 

* To construct the feeder, take the 
spray can cap and turn it over. Use a 
punch awl or a nail to make a small 
hole (just big enough to penetrate the 
plastic) on the inside of the cup about 
one-quarter inch from the top of the 
cup. 
* Remove the hook from the suction 
cup. Use the pliers to straighten the 
hook until the end of the hook is at a 
45-degree angle. Put the hook back 
on the suction cup. The altered hook 
will serve as a brace to hold the cup 
level when itis filled with sugar water. 
(Without the hook, the cup will sag 
with the weight of the water.) 

¢ Using a screwdriver, attach the 
spray can cap to the suction cup with 
a screw. (Most suction cups, at least 
all of them that | have used, have a 
small hole in the center, which allows 
for the easy entry of the screw.) 

* Align the now straightened hook 
vertically. Your new hummingbird 
feeder is finished—good work. 

¢ Attach the assembled feeder to a 
window. 

¢ Fill the feeder with a solution of 
one part sugar to four parts water and 
wait for the hummingbirds to show up. 
If hummingbirds are already attracted 
to other feeders or your garden, your 
wait will not be long. 


































Once the hummingbirds have dis- 
covered the feeder, they can empty it 
fairly quickly. This can be an advan- 
tage because it prevents the sugar 
solution from spoiling during the 
summer weather. It is also a disad- 
vantage because you must fill it more 
often. However, this can be fun. | have 
had hummingbirds light on a feeder 
while | was filling it. 

You should clean the feeder peri- 
odically. Change the sugar water at 
least every 48 hours when the tem- 
perature is warmer than 60 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

This hummingbird feeder can be 
made very quickly and easily. Build- 
ing one is a good project for a child to 
construct, with alittle adult assistance. 
The feeders can be used at home or 
given as gifts. You will find that 
watching hummingbirds so closely 
provides an entertaining and educa- 
tional way to spend some quality time 
together with your child. 

— Brian Mahan 















































Fledgling Territory 








by ALICE J. TURNER 


Bluebirds 


here is a phrase in a popular song 

about searching for “the bluebird 
of happiness.” It is not surprising that 
the bluebird is used as a symbol of 
happiness. They are not particularly 
afraid of people, and their intense blue 
color certainly brightens our day. 

These brilliant little members of the 
thrush family live only in North 
America. Depending on where you 
live, you have a good chance of seeing 
one of the three bluebird species some- 
time during the year. 

The Eastern Bluebird is often found 
along roadsides, in farmyards and or- 
chards of the eastern half of the United 
States. Its orange throat helps separate 
it from the other two species of blue- 
birds. 

A blue throat and orange breast 
adorns the Western Bluebird. It pre- 
fers open woodlands, farms and arid 
regions of the West. 

The Mountain Bluebird’s plumage is 
a bright, sky blue. You will not see a 
hint of orange on the Mountain Blue- 
bird. The open terrain of the Great 
Plains and other western states is its 
preferred habitat. 

One thing that all bluebirds have in 
common is their willingness to use 
birdhouses or nest boxes. Building 
bluebird houses is not only fun, but it 
is a real help to the birds. Bluebird 
populations have been declining largely 
because of the loss of their natural 
nesting cavities in old trees or fence- 
posts. The additional stress of nest 
competition from House Sparrows and 
European Starlings has added to their 
decline. 

If you live ina suitable location, you 
may want to build a bluebird nest box 
and put it up. Or perhaps, along with 
your family or conservation club, you 
may want to put up and maintain a 
number of nest boxes along a “blue- 
bird trail.” 


First, choosing a location is critical. 





Pho} 


: Western Bluebirds by Robert Franz 








Cities and towns are generally not good 
locations. Bluebirds prefer open fields 
or areas with only a few scattered trees. 
If the nest box is placed too close to 
dense brush or woods, you may find 
wrens, chickadees or flycatchers using 
your nest box. Tree and Violet-green 
swallows will often co-exist in the same 











Bluebird drawing by David DeMase, 
Albany, New York 
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territory with the bluebirds. 

Clean old nests out of nest boxes 
after each nesting attempt and thor- 
oughly clean each nest box before the 
nesting season begins. If mites or other 
parasites seem to be a problem, a dust- 
ing of sulphur powder on the floor of 
the box may help. Do not put up more 
boxes than you can care for. 

To prevent predators from reaching 
the bluebirds do not put a perch out- 
side the entrance. Mount the box ona 
metal fencepost or pipe five to six feet 
above the ground. Ifit must be mounted 
on a wooden post, make sure to wrap 
the post with a wide metal skirt to 
prevent predators from climbing up to 
the nest box. 

For more information about blue- 
birds and building nest boxes, write to: 
The North American Bluebird Society, 
Box 6295, Silver Spring, Maryland 
20916. Be sure to enclose a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope. 


We are pleased to announce the 
1992 Fledgling Photo Contest, 
which is run in conjunction with 
the 1992 WildBird Photo Contest. 
The rules are the same as last year. 

There are two categories: (1) pho- 
tographs taken by children 8 years 
old or under, and (2) photographs 
taken by 9- to 12-year olds. Three 
winners will be selected in each of 
the two categories. Any type of photo 
or slide will be considered as long as 
the birds in the photograph are 
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The Thinking Corner 


There are many species of birds, and many of them eat similar foods. Here are 
four columns of different foods. See if you can correctly put the birds listed below 


in the preferred food column. 


BIRDS SEEDS 
Heron 
Kingfisher 
Robin 
Falcon 
Flycatcher 
Sparrow 
Goldfinch 
Owl 

Tern 
Gnatcatcher 
Hawk 

Quail 


INSECTS MEAT FISH 





Answers 
SEEDS: sparrow, quail, goldfinch; INSECTS: gnatcatcher, robin, flycatcher; MEAT: hawk, 


owl, falcon; FISH: tern, heron, kingfisher 


Future Assignment 


What kind of birds nest near your 
house? Do you have nest boxes up? 
What birds use them? Write a story 
or draw apicture about the birds and 
their nests. Remember to draw on 
white paper and put your name, 
address and age on the back. Send 
it to: “Fledgling Territory,” P.O. 
Box 838, Payson, AZ 85547. 





Bluebird drawing by Drew Snyder, 
age 10, Staunton, Virginia 


1992 Fledgling Photo Contest 


this issue’s “Photo File”). Remem- 
ber to enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope if you want your 
photo returned. Make sure your 
name, address and age are marked. 

All entries must be postmarked 
on or before May 15, 1992. We 
hope this contest inspires our young 
“Fledgling” readers to discover the 
delights of bird photography! 

Look in this issue’s “Photo File” 
for the photo contest’s entry form. 
Good luck! 


wild birds that have not been dis- 
turbed by the photographer. 

The winning photographs will be 
published in the October 1992 “Fledg- 
ling Territory.” In addition, each first- 
place winner will receive a single-use, 
disposable camera; second-place win- 
ners, three rolls of film; and third- 
place winners, a bird book for their 
libraries. 

Please send one entry per person 
(pick your best photo!), along with the 
photo contest entry form (found in 






























Authentic i 
Log penouses 


$1 g% (shipping postpaid) Ie 
Send Check or Money Order to: 
ALPINE GARDENS 
P.O. Box 1631, Cody, WY 82414 
(307) 587-9558 
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Birder’s Emporium 


KEMPF’S 


P.O, BOX 504 
ISOC! 573: 


Flexible Plastic 
Haunted Woods 
Birdhouse 

$10.50 ea.. 


Vinyl "HANS" 


Bird Feeder 
Sterling Silver Nordic pho 
" fn 
Thor's Hammer" outside USA add $2.00 
Necklace (SD Customers add 4% 
$27.00 ea. sales tax) 
Send for Free Catalog of These and Other Unusual 


Birdhouses, Feeders and Gift Items! 












TOURS 


Non-Smoking 












Kenya Wildlife, July 12 - 29, '92 
Zimbabwe, August 2 - 20, '92 
Costa Rica, Mar. 20 - Apr. 6, '93 
Trinidad & Tobago, July '93 
Venezuela, July 10 - 25, '93 


20800 Kittredge Road + Saratoga, CA 95070 
(800) 527-5330 


e7.V4>4=10) 


BIRD FEEDER 


$79.95 PPD 





Unique 
Design 


20 inch 
height 





© A Rustic Beauty, Hand Crafted of 
Rough-Saw Cedar. 

® Post & Rail Sides, Two Tier Roof 
with Spindle Top. 

® Seed Tube Features an Adjustable 
Seed Flow Rate. 

® Flip Top Roof for Easy Fill. 


® Dealer Inquiries Welcome® 


Visa / Master / Check or Money Order 


De Windmollen 


5542 CLEVELAND RD. WOOSTER, OHIO 44691 
(216) 345-7857 



























BLUEBIRD 


VIDEOS & BOOKS 


"BLUEBIRDS-UP CLOSE" Eastern 
Western & Mountain Bluebirds-50 min VHS 


"JEWELS of BLUE" The Story of the 
Eastern Bluebird - 30 min VHS 


"BLUEBIRD TRAILS" How to Start 


& Maintain A Bluebird Trail -.38 min VHS 


[528.00] cxce CS 


"The BLUEBIRD BOOK" The 


Complete guide to Attracting Bluebirds 
Donald & Lillian Stokes 
$10.00 


96 pages, 8 1/2" X 11" 
FOR ORDERS ONLY PLEASE PHONE: 
1-800-526-9507 Ary 
INCLUDES SHIPPING, VHS ONLY TIME 
..MONEY BACK GUARANTEE... 
"BIRDING VIDEO SPECIALIST dd 


FOR A FREE CATALOG OR TO 
fo g 


ORDER CONTACT: 
~ 
x ~ 
\ y 





GREAT LAKES 
TRADING POST 


8870 WEST BAYSHORE 












¢ Voted “Best New Product of 
1989” by National Lawn & 
Garden Distributors 
Association. 














Pole Mount Model 
complete with universal pole/ 
post mount and 4 section pole 
set with “no-rust” ground 


socket. $59.95 PPd. 


Hanging Model 
complete with chrome plated 


hanger. $59.95 PPd. 
to Continental USA 
Wild Bird House 
7342 W. 80th Street 


Overland Park, KS 66204 
Tel 913-341-0700 


Dealers Inquiries Welcome 
































Kit Jeans Mounger 
The gi Cesar 


Your choice of bird 
carved into stained 
glass: $23.50 
(shipping included) 
Custom-designed 
lamps, panels, and 
doors, also available. 








Send for. a Free Brochure: 
Goosefoot Farm 
Route #1, Box 319 
New Johnsonville, TN 37134 
615-535-2026 

















SARA’S 
PREMIUM SONGBIRD 


GUARANTEED ANALYSIS 


Crude Protein 
Crude Fat 
Crude Fiber 
Moisture 8.5%, 


5# - $8.25 ppd 10# - $14.95 ppd 


INGREDIENTS: 
Niger Seed, Sunflower Chips, White Prosso Millet 


J-SARA FEEDS 
P.O. Box 104853, Jefferson City, MO 65110 





18.59% 
22.50% 
9.5%, 


not less than 
not less than 
not more than 
not more than 





TRAVERSE CITY, MI 49684 





(314) 635-0988 





























ZEISS LEITZ KOWA NIKON 


BINOCULAR REPAIR 









mm We Close 
Focus Leitz 


CELESTRON 










BINOCULAR & 
OPTICAL REPAIR 
SERVICE 

711 W. BROAD STREET 


FALLS CHURCH, VA 22048 703-241-4077 


MINOLTA 
TIANHSN4 





MIRADOR BAUSCH & LOMB 


“SNOWY EGRET, 
Gracefully 

Hand Sculpted Pin 
in Sterling with ) 
Onyx. $45.00 Se 
Shipping ff : 
Included 




















THE AVIAN A 
LEAF- MISTER™ 


Revolutionary is how knowledgeable 
birders describe this new birding 
product. Do you diligently feed the 
birds which visit your backyard , but 
would you like to double or triple the 
number of species you attract? 










The AVIAN LEAF-MISTER™ will do 
just that by attracting warblers, vireos, 
tanagers and orioles, in addition to 
regular feeder birds. The special low- 
flow nozzle and the precision needle 
valve allow you to adjust water flow 
down to less than 2 gallons per hour 
(less than a flush). 





$28.50, with complete instructions 
and a money back guarantee if you 
are not completely satisfied. For a 
FREE FLYER with color photos 
of birds using the AVIAN LEAF- 
MISTER™ and other Avian Aquatics 
products, call 1-800-444-BIRD, or 
write: 
THE WOOD THRUSH SHOP 
992 DAVIDSON DRIVE 
NASHVILLE, TN 37205 
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SALT BOX + EASY ASSEMBLY 


irdhouse Kit <@ 












PO 













SS 
QUALITY ALL WOOD, PRECISION CUT, DRILLED, CLAP- 4S VO y 
BOARD SIDING, CEDAR SHINGLES, REMOVABLE BASE. ¢/{— SSS 


DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 
$24.95 PLUS $4.50 S/H CHECK OR M.0. MA RESIDENTS SS 
ADD 5% SALES TAX. VISA/MC. PHONE 1-800-831-2473. 


: : —= 
Colonial Birdhouses"|=== 
P.O. BOX 1116+ BERLIN, MA eae 









The Cattle Egret’s range is enor- 
mous—it spans six continents. 











SIALIS - THE RECORDKEEPER 
for BACKYARD BIRDWATCHERS 
and WORLD TRAVELLERS! 

—~ — VERY SIMPLE AND EASY TO USE — - 


Computerized system uses WORLD 
CHECKLIST (common/scientific names) 
by REGION & FAMILY to create 
Fieldnotes, Yearlists, Lifelists, etc. 
INPUT: Notes for each list & list entry 
SIMULTANEOUS AUTOMATIC 
UPDATE OF RELATED LISTS 
OUTPUT: Comm/sci names (either or 
both) in order of input or taxonomically 
by family/time/region(s). List index, 
statistics... CUSTOM PROGRAM 
MODIFICATION AVAILABLE. IBM-PC 
or compatible. For LIT/DEMO DISK 
(specify 5-1/4" 360 kb capacity or 3-1/2" 
1.44 mb capacity) send $1.00 to: 


Alfred Milch 
461 Palmer Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666 





a 
ey 
BIRD’S NEED WATER @¢ 


a (Especially in Winter) 





THE DECK OASIS” BIRD BATH 
and 


SPECIAL BIRD BATH HEATER 


Unique, steel bath frame and bracket 
mounts securely to any vertical surface 
and holds a lift out polypropylene 
bowl that is 14” in diameter and is 14” 
deep. Safe, 250 watt bird bath heater 
has protective guard over heating 
element. 


ORDER NOW from 


AUDUBON WORKSHOP 
Call Toll Free 1-800-325-9464 













Dealer Inquire’s Welcome At: 


IRON DESIGN 
° 26309 - 146th St. 
Zimmerman, MN 55398 
(612) 856-4700 


See 


& 


SIZE: 6" W x 5-1/4" D x 7-1/4" H 




















CLOTHING IN THE 
WORLD 


great outdoors. 


Clothing 





THE BEST OUTDOOR 


Merganser Clothing was designed by 
an amateur ornithologist to meet the needs 
of the naturalist, in and out of the bush. 


Everything about our clothing signifies 
quality and durability, as well as classic 
good looks that defy the test of trendiness. 
Our product slogan EVERLASTING 
and our LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
reflect our commitment to this clothing 
and to improve the enjoyment of the 


For information and free color catalog write or call: 


Merganser Outdoor 


Box 4, Bond Head, ON Canada LOG 1B0 
Tel: (416) 775-4864 


“4 










































Inc. 




























10076 Magnolia Ave. 
(714) 359-5591 


FREE CATALOG 
P.O. Box 440 
Dept. C 

Simi, CA 93063 
(805) 522-6701 


RIVERSIDE 
10076 Magnolia 









TELESCOPES 
BINOCULARS 


SAVE UP TO 40% ¢ EXPERT HELP 


VISIT THE WORLD'S LARGEST & MOST COMPLETE CENTERS! 


SIMI VALLEY, CA TORRANCE, CA COSTA MESA, CA 
679 Easy St. 3132 Pac. Coast Hwy. 3033 S. Bristol 
(805) 522-6646 (310) 326-3251 (714) 957-6900 
SHERMAN OAKS, CA SAN DIEGO, CA LAS VEGAS, NV 
14324 Ventura Blvd. 4766 Clairemont 2216 Paradise Rd. 
(818) 789-5805 Mesa Blvd. (702) 733-9288 
RIVERSIDE, CA (619) 277-6686 SURPLUS STORE- 


SURPLUS STORE- 


(714) 359-5591 











SIMI VALLEY 
679 Easy St. 
Ave. (805) 522-6646 


















HUMMINGBIRD 


FLOWER 
PENDANT 


Hand Engraved 
Includes 18” Chain 
and Jewel Box 


Sterling $33.50 
10K $79.00 
(Shipping included) 


FREE WILDLIFE JEWELRY 
CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 


CHECK/VISA/MC 
1-800-288-4627 





(actual size) 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 


VIMAR CORP. 

Dept. 13 

P.O. Box 3190 
High Mar Station 
Boulder, CO 80307 































Birder’s Emporium 













The world’s smallest bird, the Bee 
Hummingbird from Cuba, is 
scarcely longer than the eye of the 
world’s largest bird, the Ostrich. 






Direct from the 
farm to you 


Wild Bird Food 
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[e) r (ol |) ere eerie dearest la 
PRODUCTS 50# Birdmnix (Noor). ” Ree $10.75 A HUMMER’S FIRST FLIGHT 
CoO., INC. 50# Birdmix (12% Sunfl.) .......... $ 8.75 oe 


«J 
An astonishing three part video so 


Axi 
he 
L3 
7 


20# Birdmix (12% Sunfl.) .......... $ 4.00 
20# Birdmix (No Corn) 
25# Sunflower Hearts : 
10#_ Nigen(2# Bags)... oe tenes 
Ade Gan Oorn eee forces 















The country’s most complete line 
of Wild Bird Suet Products 
and Suet Related Feeders 


7 Suet Varieties Available 


Our Suet Products use only the highest 
grade of rendered beef suet, grain, roasted 
peanuts, and California raisins. They are 
successfully tested coast to coast in 

summer and winter. 


story of nature at its finest... Z 
vi 
1 - Nest Building (Intriguing) ~~“ 7 
2 - Flight Preparation (Fascinating) 


3 - The FIRST FLIGHT (Breathtaking) 



















All orders over 100 Ibs. receive 5% discount. 
Prices do not include shipping. 
Request for complete price list is free. 


















This video is the only known film/tape of a 
hummer’s first flight. ORDER NOW, for your- 
self of as a gift for a special, nature loving 
friend. SEND $34.50 U.S. funds, money order 
or check to: 


THE IN Group 
Yj 1615 E. Autumn Drive 
hed 













BILL CHANDLER FARMS 
R.R. 2 WB, Noble, IL 62868 
800-752-BIRD 


Visa and MasterCard Accepted 





Dept. WB 





West Covina, CA 91791 


Se 1 Hr. V.H.S. tape of a nature 
eee, history first, with music and 


Peay vocal description. 














Binocular and Camera Strap TM 


© No weight on neck 
¢ No scratched equipment 
¢ Cut down on swaying 
¢ Adjustable 
$8.00 postpaid (IL Res. add 45¢) 


C & S Products Co., Inc. Send check or M.O. to: 


Q The Birder’s Connection 
9 Box 848 2521 College Rd. Dept. wB 
| Xo) a am DLore fetus Colt ir- Mol Oli OD | Downers Grove, IL 60516 
(708) 852-9615 Dealer Inq. Invited 
Send for free brochure 
Money-Back Guarantee 











products are 
available at 
your local 
dealer or 
distributor 







The Sooty Tern spends nearly all 
of its time in the air over tropical 
seas. Considered the most aerial 
bird, it spends an average of three 
years (sometimes even eight to 10 
years) permanently in the air. 




















































"Get Lost In The Woods!" with a JG 
Sportswear Realtree” Grey Leaf suit, 
for observing your favorite birds. 


Layer this shell 
Jacket/Pants 
over heavier 
outerwear for 
concealment. 
Featuring poly- 
cotton twill fabric 
with durable 
water repellent 
finish, 
permanently 
attached three 
piece hood with ews \ 
drawcord, two se 
patch pockets, eee 
29" jacket 
length, and full 
length zipper 


PURPLE MARTIN 
MODULES 


An Exciting New Concept 
in Purple Martin Houses 








































Shown with optional guard rails 


















Aluminum Construction 
Lightweight , yet Durable 




























front with 
drawcord : : White Enamel Finish 
bottom, The pants ae roomy wine | |] “ata, Date Cui Cac | || * Bailtin Roof Pech 
, and slit sides for 8, , : i 
access to inside garment pockets, suit Economical Operation - only 40 watts! Optional Guard Rails 


Looks & Works Great 


With Base (shown) 39% +5°° P&H 
Without Base 29% + 4° P&H 
Check, M/O or COD 






Telescoping Pole Assembly 
Easy on the Budget 


is machine washable. 


Sizes available: S - 4XL 
ORDER: #056-JKT, #077-PANT 





+ & 2 222 2 8 






Dealer Inquiries Invited 
































PRICE: $49.95 ppd. (UPS) For The Birds... 
Check or Money Order Michael Hollander Call or Write 
IG Sportsw Portage, WI 5290 MARTIN MODULES 
ortswear ortage, 1 
G P ‘ (608) 742-3935 - orders/info P.O. BOX 99 


P.O. Box 603-WB 
Marshfield, WI 54449 
(715) 384-5272 









4-6 Wks. delivery - 
Satisfaction guaranteed 


TOMBALL, TEXAS 77375 
(713) 376-6275 











Birder’s Emporium 










Imitated 
but never 


DISCOVER 















View nature's distinct beauty up close witha 


NIKON VENTURER II 
ox 23: Bsa NOV GEA R 










North America’s 
Premiere Birding 
Dealership. 
(Because We Bird!) 


For Product 
Knowledge, Accuracy 
of Consultation 
Competitive Pricing 
and Trade-Ins. 
Binoculars, Scopes, etc. 














# Compact 

® Quick central 
focusing 

¢ Multi-coated optics 

= 25-year warranty 


Nikon 8x23 $85.00 


Simce 1914 


National Camera Exchange 


9300 Olson Memorial Highway, Golden Valley, MN 55427. We take 
trade-ins, and offer a.30-day satisfaction guarantee. Prices subject to 
change. For local orders call (612) 546-6831. Out-of-state call toll-free 


Call for Free Binocular Buying Guide 


1-800-624-8107 























\S 

Robert Manns & Associates 
Atlanta, Georgia 
404-350-9791 






WildiBiral 
Back Issues 


WildBird back issues are 
available! They cost $4.50 per 





issue or $4.00 each in quanti- 
ties of six or more. Order back 
issues of your favorite WildBird 
while supplies last! 
Foracomplete listing of cur- 
rently available back issues, 
please send a self-addressed, 


postage-paid envelope to: 


WildBird — Back Issues 
P.O. Box 6050 
Mission Viejo, CA 92690 


[a 

















THE MAGNUM 


Sunflower Seed Feeder 


Handcrafted of Holds 2 gals. of black 
squirrel-proof materials. oiler sunflower seed. 


$SAVING$ 


(@)am allem lige mye] e) elites) 
send for our free 


DISCOUNT CATALOG 


Wild Attractions 
Dept. WB 
2900 Cabin Creek Drive 
Burtonsville, MD. 
20866 


(301) 384=4308 











Roof slides up hanging rod Hang or 
for easy filling. pole mount. 


$29.95 ppd. (U.P.S.) 
Check or Money Order. 
(219) 696-9315 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


MAGNUM 
FEEDERS 


P.O. Box 173 ws 
Lowell, IN 46356 


BIRDWATCHING CLUBS 


Save On Fieldguides and 
Other Bird Books 


© We'll create special programs just for your members 
© One title or assorted 








Tell us your needs and interests 


Gardeners 4% Bookshelf 


WB3, PO Box 16416, Hooksett, NH 03106-6416 











FREE LIST & LITERATURE 


SPORTS OPTICS 


For The 
Ultimate 
Close-up! 


754 Osprey 
(armored) 

7.5x, 42 C.F.* (367 ft.) 
29.5 oz *R.LE. 51.7 


804 Audubon 
(wide angle) 

8.5x, 44 CF.* (430 ft.) 
29.5 oz. *R.LE. 44.2 
Now also available 
in 10x, 50! 


S. A. WENTLING CO. 


546-B W. Chocolate Ave. 
P. O. Box 355-D 
Hershey, PA 17033 
717/533-2468 © FAX 717/534-1252 




































Ecotours for birders. 
PANAMA - 8 days, $1425 + air fare. 
COSTA RICA - 9-12 days, varied itineraries, 
$1885-$2175 all-inclusive from Miami. 
VENEZUELA - 16 days, $1945 + air. 
THAILAND - 16 days $2825, 24 days $3495, 
air from West Coast included. February. 
INDIA - $2865 + air, Feb. Birds, tigers. 
NEPAL - 8 days, Mar. Birds, tigers, etc. 
KENYA - 20 days, Mar., $2385 + air; 16 days 
all other months, $1575 + air. 
QUEBEC - Gaspé, June & Sept. 
SOUTH AFRICA - 23 days, Oct./Nov. 
ARGENTINA - 21 days, Nov./Dec. 
Also: HOLLAND, HUNGARY, ECUADOR 


“Yoon star 


908 S. Massachusetts Ave. ee 
eLand, FL 32724 (904)-736-0327 





The 


‘Chickadee 


NATURE STORE 


FEATURING 
VARI-CRAFTS 
FEEDERS 


1330-L Wirt Road —{. 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 956-2670 





LOMB 


ELITE 

8x42 Armored .... $729 

10x42 Armored .. $749 

22xScope Armor .$269 

15-45xScope Armor i, 
$329 








All Products Include 
Official USA Warranty! 


BUSHNELL 


Outfits w/zoom eyepiece, case & tripod 
Spacemaster 60mm outfit... 229 
Spacemaster Il 7Gmm outtit 


9x25 Travelite . 

8x23 Venturer . 
10x25 Venturer......... 
7x35 Stay Focus +.. 
10x50 Stay Focus + 


Offical 
USA 
Warranty 


10x42 Ultra.... 











Cal i uF | 
= GAMERACORN 
Davenport, iA 52807 800) 762-4282 


Birder’s Emporium 


Quiz Answers 


1. (B) Ring-necked Pheasant. This gamebird was introduced from its native 
range in Asia, and now ranges from coast to coast. 


2. (D) All of the above. All of the members of the family Phasianidae typically 
nest in grass or shrubby cover on the ground. 


3. (B) Range. These two species’ ranges only barely overlap in California 
(beware of local introduced populations), simplifying the task of identifica- 
tion. 


4. (D) All of the above. All of these species have been affected by intensive 
cattle-grazing practices. The endangered Masked Bobwhite, which is a 
subspecies of the Northern Bobwhite, has been the most affected of these 
species. 


5. (B) Contrasting tail band. The pale tail band seen in most female Blue 
Grouse is an excellent way of separating these two birds. 


6. (D) All of the above. Sage and Blue grouse are found west of the Mississippi 
River in their normal ranges throughout the year. White-tailed Ptarmigan are 
found in high mountains from Alaska to New Mexico. 


7. (D) All of the above. Almost all members of this group perform elaborate 
courtship displays that consist of dancing, strutting, fluttering or drumming. 


8. (C) The Blue Grouse is the only native species listed. The Gray Partridge 
is native to Europe, and the Chukar and Ring-necked Pheasant were 
introduced from Asia. 


9. (B) Heath Hen. Once common in the eastern United States, this grouse is 
now extinct due to habitat alteration, overhunting and excessive predation. 


10. (A) Male Sharp-tailed Grouse gather at lek arenas in open grasslands in 
large numbers to establish small neighboring territories and “dance” to attract 
prospective mates. The other species listed perform mating displays from 
widely spaced territorial sites in forested areas. 














WB Classified 





AVIAN ART 


STAINED-GLASS BIRDS: Brighten your 
windows with sun catchers of your favorite 
birds. Original designs handcrafted by the 
artist. Write for information. JAMESON STU- 
DIO, 5688 S. Lorene Ave., Milwaukee, WI 
53221; (414) 281-7469. 9/891 





THE BALD EAGLE, OWLS, ducks and 
other wildlife figurines. Exquisitely lifelike. 
Handcrafted in wood, stone, ceramic. Ear- 
rings, pendants, pins, brooches and wind 
chimes. Huge full-color 1992 catalog of dis- 
tinctly different collectibles, $7.50 (refund- 
able). Write GARCO, INC., 4502 79th St., 
Ste. 2, Kenosha, WI 53142. Ti 





MISSING! Art LaMay’s original, “The Bache- 
lors,” 1990 Waterfowl Festival, Easton, MD. 
Reward if information leads to repossession. 
Call (919) 270-4803. 1/392 





FANTASTIC AVIAN PHOTOGRAPHS. 
Unique custom-framed photos of favorite 
North American species including waterfowl, 
raptors and songbirds. Write PORTRAITS 


IN NATURE, 511 Wolfe St., Vallejo, CA 
94590; (707) 645-7376. 1/392 





BIRD OF THE MONTH: Immature Black- 
footed Albatross, color photograph. 8"x10", 
$10; 5"x7", $5; 2"x3", $1, plus SASE. TOM'S 
OUTDOOR PHOTOS, 12658 Hunnewell 
Ave., Sylmar, CA 91342. 392 


BIRDHOUSES 


CEDAR WORKS. Quality western red 
cedar nature products. U-View window bird 
feeder (feed wild birds inside your window), 
$79.95; butterfly resting haven, $42.50; bat 
house, $34.95; bluebird house, $17.95; 
kestrel/owl house, $34.95; martin house, 
$79.95. MC/VISA plus next-day UPS ship- 
ping. For free catalog send SASE to 
CEDAR WORKS, P.O. Box 266, Moorhead, 
IA 51558; (712) 886-5425. 8TF 








FULL-SIZED TEMPLATES. Bat houses and 
birdhouses—bluebird, chickadee, Downy 
Woodpecker, flicker, House Wren, kestrel, 
nuthatch, saw-whet owl, screech owl, tit- 
mouse and Tree Swallow—$4.00 each; 
Wood Duck, $5 each. Assembled houses, 


PS eo Gotan eo The rn ee ne 


| WILDBIRD CLASSIFIED 392 
P.O. Box 6050 (714) 855-8822, ext. 212 
Mission Viejo, CA 92690 Fax (714) 855-3045 
Yes, | want to be known! Please publish my ad times. 
| understand that classified ads must be paid in advance, so enclosed is $ for 


words at 50¢ per word, times the number of insertions ($10 minimum per inser- 
tion). P.O. Box, phone number and state/zip equal one word each. 


Ads must be received by the 1st day of the month, 3 months prior to the cover date, 
i.e., January 1 for the April issue. Check, money order, MC/VISA accepted. 
SAMPLE AD 
WE LOVE BIRDING! Learn about birds, equipment. books and tours. BIRD 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 


14 15 16 17 


The editor reserves the right to make stylistic changes. Type or print clearly. 


Heading: 
Ad Copy: 








Please fill out the following for our records only. Ads cannot be published without this information. 


Anytown, CA 10000: (123) 456-7890, 
18 19 20 
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$12 to $25. For brochure, send SASE to 
KOO-KOO NEST, 265 Arlington, Dept. WB- 
03, Rochester Hills, MI 48307. 3/492 





FILL YOUR VACANT MARTIN house using 
this cassette of martins calling martins, 
$8.95. For free catalog of birdhouses, feed- 
ers, etc. write THREE COAST EMPORIUM 
at P.O. Box 30482W, Charleston, SC:29417. 

3TF 





BLUEBIRD NESTING BOX SPECIAL. 
Predator guard, sparrow guard, instructions 
and advice. Cedar box, $12; two pine boxes, 
$18 ppd. Free catalog. M&M WOODWORK- 
ING, 6812 Elk Canyon Rd., Oklahoma City, 
OK 73162; (405) 728-0406. 11/492 





NESTING BOXES. Quality handmade west- 
ern red cedar: bluebird, $15; wren/chick- 
adee, $12; kestrel/screech owl, $22.50; 
Wood Duck, $32.50; bat houses, $25; many 
more. 10% of all sales go to raptor rehabili- 
tation. Send SASE to BOXES, 1103 Cecelia 
Ave., Park Hills, KY 41011. 2/392 





BIRDHOUSES: Assembled cedar birdhouses 
for bluebirds, chickadees, swallows, wrens, 
titmice, etc., $14. Instructions and bluebird 
data sheet included. Write SIALISMAN, 936 
S. Siet Pl., Anaheim, CA 92806. 1/392 





UNIQUE, ONE-OF-A-KIND designs. 28-page 
detailed plan book. Scaled log home with full 
front porch and window, condo, park ranger, 
Purple Martin and others. Many styles may be 
used for popular in-home accent pieces. Send 
$19.95 to MacDON & CO., P.O. Box 779, 
Dept. WB, Chepachet, RI 02814. 1/592 





TEXAS BIRDFEEDERS offers quality func- 
tional feeders and houses made of natural- 
finished or weathered cedar at reasonable 
prices. Custom orders welcome. Fast ser- 
vice. Send SASE for free brochure to 
TEXAS BIRDFEEDERS, 810 Cedarwood, 
Friendswood, TX 77546; (713) 482-6457. 
1/392 





BLUEBIRD HOUSES. Only $4 each or three 

for $10. Add $3 per order s/h. Write MYCO- 

W, P.O. Box 912, Springfield, MO 65801. 
2/592 





NESTING BOXES. Simplified plans, require- 
ments and specifications for various birds. 
Send $4 to ALAN CO., INC., P.O. Box 4023, 
Boise, ID 83711. 2/492 





BLUEBIRD HOUSE HANDCRAFTED from 
quality cedar. Hinged door allows easy 
cleaning. $15 prepaid. Prompt UPS ship- 
ment. CLARKS CRAFTS, 314 Sutherland 
Dr., Chickasaw, AL 36611; (205) 457-2396. 
2/492 





BIRD BOXES: Quality pine construction. 
Predator guards and side opening for easy 
cleaning and monitoring. Bluebird, $12; 














eS ST ee 





chickadee, $9; wren, $8; nuthatch, $9; bat 
house, $25; Wood Duck, $30. All ppd. Send 
check/MO to FRANKULIN’S FOR THE BIRDS, 
N75W27033 Oakwood Rd., Hartland, WI 
53029; (414) 367-1257. 392 





AMERICA’S FINEST MARTIN HOUSES 
and bird feeders. Brochure, $1. Contact 
MAC INDUSTRIES, 8125 S. I-35, Oklahoma 
City, OK 73149; (800) 654-4970. 3/492 


BIRDING EQUIPMENT 


QUALITY OPTICS, BINOCULARS and spot- 
ting scopes. Free list and literature. Consult- 
ing. Zeiss, Leica, Bausch & Lomb, Bushnell, 
Swarovski, Kowa, Nikon, Swift and Fujinon. 
Immediate shipping. Over 50 years. 
WENTLING, P.O. Box 355B, Hershey, PA 
17033; (717) 533-2468. 5TF 








ausJENA BINOCULARS (GERMANY). 
Experience the ultimate in brilliance and 
clarity! Europe's largest manufacturer of 
finest quality binoculars. Consumer and 
dealer inquiries invited. EUROPTIK, LTD., 
Box 319WB, Dunmore, PA 18509; (717) 
347-6049. 10TF 





OPTICS HEADQUARTERS FOR BIRDERS 
since 1960. Selection advice, 24-hour shipping, 
deep discounts on binoculars, scopes, tripods 
and more. USA warranties. Catalog and prices 
on request. BIRDING, P.O. Box 4405 WB, Half- 
moon, NY 12065; (518) 664-2011. Sule 





ENGLISH WAX COATS: 12-0z. wax cotton 
jackets and vests, imported from England. 
Highest quality; excellent for birding. For 
free price list and brochure, send SASE to 
TOWER HILL FARMS, P.O. Box 270, Buck- 
ingham Court House, VA 23921, or call toll 
free, (800) 253-6203. 1TF 





GREAT BIRDING TOOL! Continous owl 
cassette brings songbirds close. Always 
ready, never rewind. Specify screech 
(east/central) or pygmy (west). $9.95. For 
free birding equipment, feeder and bird- 
house catalog write THREE COAST EMPO- 
RIUM, P.O. Box 30482WB, Charleston, SC 
29417. She 





POWERFUL 7x35 BINOCULARS are per- 
fect for all outdoor activities—birdwatching, 
sporting events, hunting. Features include: 
smooth center focusing, diopter focusing (to 
compensate for differences in eye strength), 
lens caps, lanyard and carrying case. 
Stands 6” long and is fully guaranteed. Low 
price, $39. Send check or MO to: J&A 
TRADERS, Dept. A, 5962 Kellys Landing 
Rd., Fayetteville, NC 28306. 2/492 


BOOKS & MAGAZINES 


RARE AND OUT-OF-PRINT books on wild 
birds and natural history. MARCHER’S 
BOOKS, 6204 N. Vermont, Dept. WB, Okla- 
homa City, OK 73112. 12TF 





QUICK INDEX to Peterson’s A Field Guide 
To The Birds-East, Peterson's A Field Guide 
To The Birds-West (1990 Edition); National 
Geographic Society Field Guide To The 
Birds Of North America; Golden Guide To 
Field Identification Birds Of North America. 
Peel-and-stick label. Bird identification 
becomes easier with quick reference 
attached to book cover. $2 each ppd. Illinois 


residents add 14¢ tax per index. BIRDER’S 
CONNECTION, 2521 College Rd., Downers 
Grove, IL 60516. 8/792 





“LETTER FROM THE COUNTRY’ is like 
walking in the woods with an old friend, get- 
ting your feet wet in the creek, finding a tur- 
tle along the path. A monthly nature newslet- 
ter about simple things—flowers, birds, peas 
in the garden, stars in the sky. And news 
and notes from readers across the country. 
Want to sample? $2 for three-month trial; full 
year, $12.50. LETTER, Dept. WB, 89370 
View Dr., Florence, OR 97439. 10TF 





FREE CATALOG OF BOOKS for birders. Hard- 
to-find classics by Audubon, Phillips, others. 
Bent Life History series, Borror bird-song cas- 
settes, bird- identification posters, much more. 
Write DOVER PUBLICATIONS, 31 E. 2nd St., 
Dept. A286, Mineola, NY 11501. 10TF 





WILDLIFE REHABILITATION TODAY MAG- 
AZINE. Fascinating 64-page, four-color 
magazine devoted to e“‘orts of people sav- 
ing lives of wild birds a.1 animals through 
this new scientific/medical field. Non-techni- 
cal, brief articles, beautiful photos. Subscrip- 
tions in U.S. only $15 per year; $29 for two 
years. Current single issues, $4. Send 
check/MO to: COCONUT CREEK PUB- 
LISHING CO., 2201 N.W. 40th Terr., Dept. 
WB, Coconut Creek, FL 33066-2032; (305) 
972-6092. 11/392 





NEWSLETTER: “The Carolina Bluebird.” 
Birding tips for nature lovers. Good gift idea! 
$9/yr (sample copy, $1.50). Checks payable 
to: C.K. WISENOR, 204 Maple St., Fort Mill, 
S.C. 29715. 12TF 


FEED & FEEDERS 


SQUIRREL-PROOF BIRD FEEDERS. 
Finest quality feeders ever designed. Engi- 
neered to last a lifetime. You will never have 
to worry about squirrels destroying your 
feeder again. The last feeder your birds will 
ever need. Write for catalog. WILDLIFE 
PRODUCTS, P.O. Box 363WB, Wisconsin 
Rapids, WI 54494. 10TF 








RUSTIC FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES 
handmade from cedar. Money-back guaran- 
tee! For available styles write to: LAWSON 
VENTURES, 1416 S. Rangeline Rd. #220 
WBF, Carmel, IN 46032. 1TF 





BIRD FEEDER WITH POLE. Plastic pipe 
and two-liter bottles. Easy to make. Plans, 
$2. Contact JACK, 3867 W. Market St., Ste. 
144, Akron, OH 44333. 2/492 


72 BIRDHOUSES, FEEDERS and other 
things to make for fun or profit. Patterns cat- 
alog, $2. RSGC, P.O. Box 234, Washington 
Mills, NY 13479. aie 








LARGEST SELECTION of quality bird feed- 
ers and houses available. For free catalog 
write BACKYARD BIRDS & CO., 717 S. 
Broadview, Springfield, MO 65809. 10/392 





FREE: 400-ITEM CATALOG of wild bird feed, 
supplies and accessories. Write to: THE BARN 
ELF, RD 7, Box 532, Newton, NJ 07860. 10/392 





HAND FEED WILD BIRDS. Proven tech- 
niques to have them at your fingertips! $3.95 
ppd. Write N. KERLIN, RD1, P.O. Box 207, 


Oil City, PA 16301. 2/492 





WYLD BYRD FEEDERS. Feed your birds, 
not the squirrels! Free literature. Contact 
WYLD BYRD FEEDERS, 18972 Jackson, 
Elk River, MN 55330; (612) 441-1220. 3/492 





BUILD YOUR OWN two-liter weatherproof 
feeders from household materials and tools. 
Easy-to-build in less than one hour. For 
easy-to-follow plans send $5.to W. 
O'BRIEN, 4483 Francis Ct., Lilburn, GA 
30247. 3/992 


SPARROW-PROOF SMALL-BIRD FEED- 
ERS. Make your own with ice cream buckets 
and coffee cans. These feeders work great 
with sunflower seeds or whatever. Chick- 
adees and nuthatches love them, sparrows 
don’t. For unique but simple plans send $2 
cash plus SASE to: R.M. ROBINSON, Rt. 1, 
Box 204, Tekamah, NE 68061. 392 


GIFTS 


OWL COLLECTORS. “| Love Owls” bumper 
sticker, $1. Merchandise/book catalog, $1 
(refundable). OWL’S NEST, P.O. Box 
990WB, Depoe Bay, OR 97341. 10TF 








HAND-PAINTED EXOTIC BIRD designs. T- 
shirts and sweatshirts. Brochure, $1 (refund- 
able with first order). WELSH TRADING 
COMPANY, Dept. W, P.O. Box 221433, 
Charlotte, NC 28222. 392 





WILDLIFE CATALOG. Unique collection of 
T-shirts, books and gifts. Send $1 to GOING 
WILD, Behling and Johnson, P.O. Box 189, 
Dept. WB, St. Germain, WI 54558. 12TF 





STATE BIRD MAGNETS, $1.50 each; any 
three or more, $1.25 each, ppd. Brochure, 
$1 (refundable with order). DORI-MARIE 
GIFT SHOP, 1242 Caroline, Burlington, IA 
52601. 392 


GUIDED TOURS 


COSTA RICA. Guided birding along rainfor- 
est trails. Delicious meals, elegant accom- 
modations in beautiful hacienda, ground 
transportation, horseback riding and tours all 
included from $450/person/week. RANCHO 
NATURALISTA, Apdo. 364-1002, San Jose, 
Costa Rica; (506) 39-7138. Ah 


COSTA RICA’S NATIONAL PARKS and 
wildlife refuges. Guided birding and nature 
tours. For information contact MICHAEL 
SNOW, Apartado 73, 7200 Siquirres, Costa 
Rica. iallz 








BIRDING WITH ADVENTURE! An unex- 
celled opportunity to see and capture on film 
the birds of the North: the soaring raptors, 
the ptarmigan and the Tundra Swan, to 
name but a few, and perhaps, an Eskimo 
Curlew, as we pass through their breeding 
grounds on the Horton River. Much awaits 
you on our 12-day wilderness float-trip on an 
arctic river (the Coppermine or the Horton). 
See the birds—adults and nestlings, from 
the majestic Golden Eagle to the cheery 
longspurs; the vivid colors of the flowers, 
mosses and lichens; the caribou, muskoxen, 
and with luck, a wolf or grizzly. Our leisurely 
pace gives you plenty of time to roam the 
tundra for that once-in-a-lifetime sighting in 
the Land of the Midnight Sun! Contact 
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ARCTIC WATERWAYS, P.O,. Box 137, Sta- 
tion B, Buffalo, NY 14207; (416) 382-3882; 
FAX: (416) 382-3020. 392 


1163WB, Silver City, NM 88062; (505) 538- 
2538. Ask about guided bird tours, bird-identifi- 
cation classes and bird-species list. 8TF 


tion on local birding including Whooping 
Crane tours. Call (512) 729-2348 or (800) 
456-9063. 2/392 





GROUSE: Opportunity of a lifetime! Witness 
the rites of spring at its very best. Visit five 
species of grouse right on their leks—from 
the prairies to Alpine zone, birding all the 
way. For 1992 tours write LEKTOURS, P.O. 
Box 957, Niwot, CO 80544-0957. 1/492 


MISCELLANEOUS 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your 
ornithology-related small business. Grants 
and loans to $500,000. Free recorded mes- 
sage. Call (707) 449-8600. (LM9) 1/492 





SINGLES NETWORK. Meet other single 
birders in a North America-wide network for 
naturalists, science professionals and sci- 
ence buffs (all ages). For information write 
SCIENCE CONNECTION INC., P.O. Box 
188, Youngstown, NY 14174, or P.O. Box 
389, Port Dover, Ontario, Canada NOA 1NO, 
or phone (800) 667-5179 (U.S. only). 1TF 





EDUCATION/INSTRUCTION: Become a 
veterinary assistant/animal-care specialist. 
Home study. Exciting careers for animal 
lovers. Free literature package. Call (800) 
362-7070, Dept. CC407. 3/692 





BIRDS OF PREY books, T-shirts, art, cards. 
Send $1 (refundable) for catalog. THE 
EYRIE, P.O. Box 788E Redcliff, Alberta, 
Canada TOJ 2P0. 3/792 


STATIONERY 


EIGHT EXQUISITE handcrafted wildlife 
notes. $3.95 ppd. Send large SASE for free 
wildlife brochure. Gift ideas under $10. 
STAMP ACT, 1199 Longpoint Rd., Mt. 
Pleasant, SC 29464. 4TF 


TRAVEL & LODGING 


RAMSEY CANYON INN Bed & Breakfast, adja- 
cent to the Mile Hi/Ramsey Canyon Preserve. 
Fourteen species of hummingbirds and over 200 
other species of birds visit during the year. One- 
bedroom cottage also available. For information 
contact 31 Ramsey Canyon Rd., Dept.WB, 
Hereford, AZ 85615; (602) 378-3010. 10TF 





BIRD COSTA RICA'S HIGH Talamancas (7500 
ft.) with all the comforts of a private home. Per- 
sonalized vacations include lodging, delicious 
meals, expert guiding on well-maintained and 
beautiful trails. Weekly rates: $890/couple. 
STEVE FRIEDMAN, Apdo 10303, 1000 San 
Jose, Costa Rica. Phone/FAX (506) 21-20-53. 
12TF 





BOSQUE DEL APACHE WILDLIFE Refuge on 
the Rio Grande River Flyway. Year-round habi- 
tats of 295 high plains, mountain and riparian 
bird species. EATON HOUSE BED & BREAK- 
FAST. For reservations and information call 
(505) 835-1067, or write P.O. Box 536, Socorro, 
NM 87801. Ask about our early birder special. 
5TF 





SOUTHWESTERN NEW MEXICO: Gila River 
area. 309 bird species visit yearly from desert to 
mesas to mountains. Western Bluebird, 
Townsend's Solitaire, Golden and Bald eagles, 
longspurs. Breakfast, sack lunch, dinner. BEAR 
MOUNTAIN GUEST RANCH, P.O. Box 
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DEER RUN BED & BREAKFAST on the 
ocean, in the heart of the Key Deer National 
Wildlife Refuge and a state aquatic pre- 
serve. A year-round birding paradise. Con- 
tact P.O. Box 431, Big Pine Key, FL 33043; 
(305) 872-2015. 1/392 





AJO, ARIZONA: GUEST HOUSE INN B&B. 
Richly appointed rooms, private baths. 
Abundant Sonoran Desert wildlife. Near 
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument and 
Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge. See 
Gambel’s Quail, Phainopepla and more. 
Contact 3 Guest Rd., Ajo, AZ 85321; (602) 
387-6133. die 





JAMAICA: More than a beach! 3000 species 
of flowering plants, 579 ferns, 60 bromeli- 
ads, dozens of frogs and 250 species of 
birds. TAMBRIN HILL VILLA at 1200 ft., in 
the midst of it all. A naturalist’s paradise. 
$47/person/night. Minimum stay for six per- 
sons, one week. Meals included. Call (809) 
997-5895 or (809) 955-2852 or write P.O. 
Box 210, Savanna-la-mar, Jamaica. 12/1192 


PRIVATE ISLAND RETREAT. Famous bird- 
ing area of San Blas, Nayarit, Mexico (Pacif- 
ic Coast). $190 to $390 per week including 
food. Brochure. Call (800) 443-9333. 2/392 





RUNNING W FARM Bed & Breakfast. 
Accommodations in a remodeled 1920s 
farmhouse. Rooms offer private baths. Tent 
camping sites available. Fishing in a stocked 
pond, hiking trails, horse-drawn vehicle 
rides. Located in the beautiful Hocking Hills 
area of southeastern Ohio, adjacent to 
Wayne National Forest. A wide variety of 
habitats to attract multiple species of birds. 
For information call (614) 385-0171 or write 
38260 Maysville Greendale Rd., Logan, OH 


43138. 3/792 


VIDEOS 


WILDLIFE VIDEOS. Available in VHS or 
8mm: bird banding, Chimney Swifts, wildlife 
rehabilitation, $15.95 to $25. For brochure 
send SASE to PAGE PRODUCTIONS, 6202 
Burk Burnett Ct., Austin, TX 78749. 8TF 





NORTH AMERICAN DANCING GREBES. 
Birdwatching, fishing and quiet family vaca- 
tions at lake-front cottages. SUNFISH 
RESORT, R#3 WB, Osakis, MN 56360; 
(612) 859-4535. 1/392 





ROCKPORT, TEXAS—BIRDER’S PAR- 
ADISE. Let us help you with your birding 
trips and Whooping Crane tours. VILLAGE 
INN MOTEL, highest rated AAA in area. C/C 
TV, kitchenettes, phones, pool, coffee shop. 
Contact 503 N. Austin, Rockport, TX 78382; 
(512) 729-6370. For reservations, call (800) 
338-7539. 3/592 





ROCKPORT, TEXAS—SURFSIDE MOTEL. 
We specialize in birders. We have informa- 


BABY PENGUINS! Fantastic Antarctic video 
footage of Gentoo, Adelie and Chinstrap 
penguins feeding, nesting, swimming and 
sliding. One-hour color video. Send $29 
check payable to JAMES REINNOLDT, 
14745 Wisconsin Ave., Elm Grove, WI 
53122. 3/592 





WildBird readers love to soar 
through WildBird Classifieds. 


See our Classified Coupon for 
advertising details. 
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Flying Free 





Mountain Bluebirds Photograph 
by Galen Burrell 











\. 


First Bluebirds of Spring ©1990, courtesy of Mill Pond Press, Inc. 











“A man’s interest in a single bluebird is 
worth more than a complete but dry list of 
the fauna and flora of a town.” 

— Henry David Thoreau 






















Have. You Applied For Your 
Defenders of Wildlife 
Visa® Card Yet? 


There's No Easier Way to Contribute to the sppling oo ay « a 
* ust complete the application below and mail to: oy 
Preservation of Our Wildlife Heritage. MBNA America® # P.O, Box 15464 # Wilmington, DE 19885-9440 


Or, apply by phone, call toll-free, 24 hours a day: 


Every time you use the Defenders of Wildlife Visa® 1-800-847-7378, ext. 5000. 
Classic or Visa® Gold card, Defenders’ programs that Please be sure to use this priority code when calling: TBOF. 
protect wildlife and wildlife habitat benefit. MBNA 
America® will send Defenders of Wildlife 5 cents for 
every $10 you spend using this special card. 





The Defenders Visa Classic and Visa Gold cards are 
accepted at over 8 million locations worldwide and 
carry all the benefits and services of other major credit 
cards. And, both cards are free of an annual fee for 


the first_year.’ 





Ye S 4 I wish to apply for the Visa Classic or Visa Gold with credit lines up to $25,000 and all the 


@ other benefits described above. I understand that this specially sponsored account is FREE MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME 







































































































































































































































































: an Annual Fee for the 8 year.’ I ns payee that if my request oa ie Gold is ba accepted, (For use when you request special action taken on your account.) 
is constitutes my request for a Visa Classic, And I also accept that on a periodic basis I may CURRENT CRED 
: 4 : ay oN IT CARD ACCOUNTS 
considered for an automatic upgrade to the Visa Gold at MBNA America's discretion. (Note: This is not an 
icati TBOF 
application for a corporate account.) 06-991 | MasterCard®/Visa® Account # 
Please check one: [| Visa Classic Visa Gold 34-266 | American Express® Account # 
NAME AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON CARD (Please print.) | have read this entire application, agree to its terms, and certify the information is correct. 
| — x (Seal) 
ARS SE SAM Heel APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE Date 
ADDRESS 
Use this section to request extra cards. If you wish an additional card issued to a co-applicant over 18 
city STATE ziP years of age, complete the information below. 
HOMEPHONE() "8 J) a BUS, PHONE(™=.,” ) CO-APPLICANT'S NAME AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON CARD 
AREYOU: [_] Renting ] Own ] Buying Monthly Payment$__-__ | 
SOCIAL SECURITY # ie FIRST MIDDLE INITIAL LAST 
RELATIONSHIP SOCIAL SECURITY # 
DATE OF BIRTH. 
EMPLOYER YRS. THERE 
PRESENT EMPLOYER ANNUAL 
NATURE OF BUSINESS OMe poe 
OTHER INCOME* $ WORK PHONE( ) 
POSITION YEARS THERE 
*(Alimony, child support, or separate maintenance income need not be revealed if you do not wish it 
ANNUAL OTHER considered as a basis of repayment. 
SALARY $ INCOME* $ SOURCE | have read this entire application and agree to its terms, and understand that | will be jointly and 
*(Alimony, child support, or separate maintenance income need not be revealed if you do not wish it severally liable fori al charges on tyalacoount 
considered as a basis of repayment.) x 
PREVIOUS EMPLOYER CO-APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE “t 
Ifless than 3 t | it. w 
bial alah at ca | (We) authorize MBNA America® to investigate any facts, or obtain and e 2) uw 4 4 
PREVIOUS ADDRESS application or resulting account with credit reporting agencies and others Ca» Mcnh « 
(If at present address less than 3 years.) informed of each agency's name and address. a S59 0 
m ON L£ 
Annual Foes $25 Classic; $40 Gold Grace Period For Repayment | Atleast 25 Days from Transaction Fee For Cash | Transaction Fee For Bank a cc egasee O 
(Fee waived first year) Of Balances For Purchases | statement closing date Advances, And Fees For | 2 of each Cash Advance, 4E¢2- wt be 
= ” Paying Late or Exceeding Transaction Fee For access Ww 
Annual 18.9% Method of Computing the Average Daily Balance y' ea br! 1% of each Cash Advance, rr! ‘ 3 
Percentage Rate ds Balance for Purchases (including new purchases) | The Credit Limit Late Payment Fee: $15, Over é om) 
The information about the cost of the card described in this application is accurate as of 12/91. This information may have changed after that date. To find out what may have changed, call 1- 2 2 


MBNA America® is a federally registered Service Mark of MBNA America Bank, N.A. Visa® is a federally registered Service Mark of Visa U.S.A., Inc., used pursuant to license. 








